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Interagency Coordination = One Health

A collaborative, multisectoral, 
and transdisciplinary approach 
with the goal of achieving 
optimal health outcomes that 
recognizes the interconnection 
between people, animals, plants, 
and their shared environment 
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Congressional Support for Federal One Health 
Coordination

2023 Consolidated Appropriations Act​

One Health Framework
As the coronavirus pandemic has proven, zoonotic diseases pose a significant threat, 
and the House Appropriations Committee recognized the need to improve the 
nation’s response capacity. The new act directs CDC in coordination with other 
Federal agencies to develop a framework based on a One Health approach to 
address zoonotic diseases and advance public health preparedness.

One Health Federal Interagency Coordination Mechanism
The act directs CDC to work with the Department of Agriculture and Department 
of Interior to develop a One Health coordination mechanism at the federal 
level. This mechanism will be used to strengthen One Health collaboration related to 
prevention, detection, control, and response for the prioritized zoonotic diseases and 
related One Health work across the federal government.
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U.S. One Health Coordination Unit (U.S. OHCU)

• Launched in January 2024 in response to the 2023 Consolidated 
Appropriations Act

• Built on shared interagency leadership:
• Department of Health and Human Services Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC)
• Department of the Interior (DOI)
• U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
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U.S. One Health Coordination Unit (U.S. OHCU)

• 24 agencies collaborate to:
• Promote animal, plant, 

human, and environmental 
health

• Enhance health-sustaining 
resources

• Enhance emergency 
preparedness

• Prevent, detect, and 
respond to zoonotic 
diseases



www.aphis.usda.gov

U.S. One Health Coordination Unit (U.S. OHCU)

Purpose
Brings together key representatives from federal agencies on a regular basis to exchange timely 
information and updates on One Health issues and activities.

Ensures coordination of projects across agencies and sectors to improve cooperation and improve 
efficient use of U.S. government resources.​

Provides accessible forum to communicate on emerging One Health issues and jointly plan One 
Health activities.​

Facilitates appropriate connections of technical personnel to support priority tasks and initiatives.​

Serves as platform for representatives to share information and updates discussed during meetings 
to others engaged in One Health work to spread awareness.

Unifies federal government on One Health issues to more effectively collaborate, coordinate, and 
communicate with STLT and non-governmental One Health partners.​
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U.S. One Health Coordination Unit (U.S. OHCU)
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National One Health Framework 

• Primarily focused on coordinated federal 
activities in the U.S.

• Aligns with other U.S. federal initiatives that 
incorporate a One Health approach

• Foundational components:
• Improving communication and coordination
• Strengthening prevention, preparedness, 

response, and recovery
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Framework Mission: Apply the One 
Health approach to protect people, 

animals, and the environment in the 
United States from zoonotic diseases and, 

advance public health preparedness to 
optimize health, food safety and security, 
and sustainability while also promoting 

biodiversity and conservation outcomes.

Framework Vision: A prepared nation 
where people, animals (domestic and 

wildlife), and the environment are 
protected from zoonotic disease threats 

by a proactive, coordinated, and 
collaborative system using the One Health 

approach.

National One Health Framework 
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One Health Coordination Mechanisms

One Health Federal Interagency Coordination 
Call (OH-FICC)
23 federal agencies from public health, agriculture, 
wildlife, environment, defense, & others

STLT-Federal One Health Update Call
State, Tribal, Local, & Territorial (STLT) public 
health, agriculture, wildlife, & others

One Health Partners Call
NGOs, academic, industry, & other partners 
from multiple sectors
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Disease Surveillance Systems

Federal 
Agencies

InternationalDomestic

CDC Nationally Notifiable Disease 
Surveillance System (NNDSS) 

USDA National Animal Health 
Reporting System (NAHRS)

USGS Wildlife Health Information 
Sharing Partnerships (WHISPers) 

USDA APHIS Wildlife Services 
National Wildlife Programs
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Disease Surveillance Systems
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Disease Surveillance Systems: Swine Influenza

• APHIS works with animal 
health and public health 
officials and the swine 
industry to carry out a 
robust and coordinated 
Influenza A Swine 
Surveillance Program
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Disease Surveillance Systems: Swine Influenza

• Genetic sequencing
• Shared via GenBank, a publicly available database managed by the National 

Institutes of Health

• Virus isolate
• Shared with CDC and other partners upon request

• ARS interactive web tool
• Visualize and explore trends in the genetic and geographic diversity of 

influenza A viruses

• APHIS, ARS, and CDC meet routinely to discuss zoonotic influenza 
concerns
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One Health Approach to NWS
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One Health Approach to NWS: Florida Outbreak
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One Health 
Approach to NWS:
Florida Outbreak
• Unified Incident Command:

• APHIS International Services
• APHIS Veterinary Services
• Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services (FDACS)
• Monroe County, FL

• Coordination with:
• Agricultural Research Service
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National 

Key Deer Refuge
• Commission for Eradication and 

Prevention of NWS (COPEG) in Panama
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One Health Approach to NWS:
Florida Outbreak
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One Health 
Approach to NWS
• Imported dogs must be 

accompanied by a veterinary 
health certificate attesting 
that they are free of NWS 

• Customs and Border 
Protection and the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) and 
Prevention help APHIS 
enforce these requirements 
at the border

• CDC regulates imported dogs 
for rabies and general health 
(i.e., dogs must appear 
healthy)
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One Health Approach to NWS
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One Health Approach to NWS
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Thank You!

• Please contact 
APHIS.NWS.Program@usda.gov 
for NWS questions

The screwworm jar at 
the National Veterinary 

Services Laboratories

mailto:APHIS.NWS.Program@usda.gov
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