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[bookmark: _Hlk494378048]The Committee met during the 2024 USAHA Annual Meeting. The in-person session was held October 14, 2023 from 1:00 pm EST to 3:00 pm with 106 participants attending in person.  There was not a virtual option.  Travis Lowe started the meeting by introducing himself and reminding members to sign the roster. He also reminded the audience that anyone can participate but only members can bring forth resolutions, motions, and vote.  Travis Lowe introduced his Vice Chair, Dr. Shelly Chavis, with the Indiana State Board of Animal Health. Next, he read the Committee on Farmed Cervidae Mission Statement.

COMMITTEE ON FARMED CERVIDAE Mission Statement
The purpose of the Committee on Farmed Cervidae is:
· To represent the interests of farmed Cervidae as related to animal health.
· To assist in the development of sound policies and regulations governing farmed Cervidae based on scientifically valid principles and methods.
· To provide information and expertise, so appropriate decisions can be made regarding the health of domestic livestock and wildlife that also consider the needs of farmed Cervidae.
· To provide information and assist in the development of sound policies governing the intrastate, interstate, and international movement of farmed Cervidae, their germ plasm and other biomaterials.
· To assist in the identification, management and educational outreach associated with disease and welfare issues affecting farmed Cervidae.
· To encourage and support research and development to maintain the health and welfare of farmed Cervidae.

Five presentations were given during the October 14 meeting.  The following presentation summaries were given starting in order:

1. Dr. Tracy Nichols-PhD-in Cell, Molecular, & Prion Biology-Colorado State University-works at USDA/APHIS Veterinary Services Cervid Health Program-Fort Collins, CO

USAHA Cervid Section Summary USDA APHIS VS Cervid Health Program: 
FY2024 CWD Detections in Farmed Cervids: There were 26 new CWD positive farmed cervid herds in FY 24 (20 white-tailed deer, 5 elk, 1 mixed species herds). Sixteen of the herds were not participants in the Federal Herd Certification Program (HCP), three were enrolled, but not certified, in the HCP, and seven were certified in the HCP. Fifteen of the 26 newly identified herds were in areas where CWD has been found within 20 miles in wild cervid populations. 
CWD Cooperative Agreements: APHIS VS funded 30 CWD Cooperative agreements in 2024 opportunity for farmed cervids totally approximately $6 million dollars. 
Tuberculosis. 
A total of 6,591 TB tests were conducted in FY 2024 (4,103 DPP and 2,488 SCT).


2. Christopher M. Seabury PhD Professor of Genomics College of Veterinary Medicine Texas A&M University

Elk Genome Update: Using an Illumina next-generation sequencing approach, we generated genome sequences for more than 300 farmed elk (Cervus canadensis) distributed across North America; thus revealing millions of naturally occurring genetic variants.  These naturally occurring genetic variants were used to engineer a custom 200,000 genetic marker genotyping array.  The array was then used to produce preliminary heritability  estimates for differential susceptibility to CWD in farmed elk from North America, and to conduct a preliminary genome-wide association analysis.  Preliminary elk heritability estimates were high, and similar to those published for farmed white-tailed deer; while the initial elk genome-wide association analysis produced overt evidence for polygenic inheritance.  Preliminary efforts to assess the accuracy of blinded genomic predictions for CWD status (i.e., postmortem IHC) in farmed elk from CWD positive farms were promising; with similar accuracy to those published for farmed white-tailed deer. 

3. Dr. Rod Hall, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry

Oklahoma’s Chronic Wasting Disease Genetic Improvement Plan:
During the 2024 legislative session, the Oklahoma legislature passed HB 3462, titled the Chronic Wasting Disease Genetic Improvement Act.  This law requires the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation to test 1,000 native white-tailed deer over the next two years to establish a baseline average of genetic codon markers and genomic breeding values for our native white-tailed herd.  Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry will develop a program to monitor the genetic codon markers and GEBVs in participating deer, and to allow deer that have the SS allele at codon 96 and GEBVs at or below -0.0560 to be released into the wild deer population.

4. Dr. Gary Pusateri, CEO of Dream Genomics, Inc.

CWD Blood Test Update:
An introduction to Dream Genomics and the progress in the use of gene expression technology for the development of a sensitive, early diagnostic for CWD in blood from live deer.


5. Christopher M. Seabury PhD Professor of Genomics College of Veterinary Medicine Texas A&M University

What Does Science Tell Us About Chronic Wasting Disease Incubation in Whitetail Deer?
With the advent of the USDA Herd Certification Program as well as other state CWD surveillance programs that require postmortem IHC testing of all age-eligible deer mortalities for CWD, the real question becomes: How long does it take (post-exposure) to test positive for CWD, and does dose matter? Notably, none of the CWD surveillance programs are geared toward waiting for clinical signs of CWD before initiating any surveillance activities, and some state surveillance programs even require antemortem testing before movement.  Nevertheless, using published and unpublished data, we show that white-tailed deer will test positive for CWD (i.e., post exposure with the minimum infective dose) in less than three years; while many will also develop clinical signs requiring euthanasia within that same time period.  

New Business:

Resolution #1

“Increased funding for research and operations at the USDA ARS National Animal Disease Center” presented by Shawn Schafer of the North American Deer Farmers Association. 

Resolution: The United States Animal Health Association strongly urges Congress to appropriate an additional annual allocation of $25 million with subsequent inflationary increases for research to protect food security, animal health and the agricultural economy and an annual allocation of $15 million with subsequent inflationary increases for facility operation costs and deferred maintenance at the NADC.

A motion was made by Shawn Schaefer to adopt the resolution.  Linda Logan seconded the motion. After a short discussion to align the resolution with the same adopted resolution in other committees, a vote was taken.  The motion passed unanimously 28 to 0.


Resolution #2

 “Interstate Movement of Farmed Cervidae” presented by Laurie Seale of Whitetails of Wisconsin. 

A motion was made by Shawn Schafer to adopt the resolution. It was seconded by Tahnee Szymanski.  After discussion a vote was taken. The motion to adopt the resolution failed.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm. 
