[bookmark: COMMITTEE_ON_Cattle_&_Bison]COMMITTEE ON CATTLE & BISON
Chair: Janemarie Hennebelle DVM 
Vice Chair: Amber Itle VMD


The Committee met during the 2025 Annual Meeting in Denver, CO on November 5, 2025. There were XX members and XX guests in attendance. Notes for presentations and the business meeting are included with this report.
The meeting was called to order at 10:20 am by committee chair, Dr. Janemarie Hennebelle. It was established that a quorum had been met for the committee to meet and vote on all business, including resolutions. The meeting agenda was presented, a review of the mission statement and the committee operating procedure.

Presentations & Reports


	Proposed Updates to the SMS Plan and Biosecurity Resources
	[bookmark: _Hlk213078148]Miquela Hanselman, NMPF Director of Regulatory Affairs



	NWS Lessons from Mexico
	Blaine Junfin, The Insectary 




	Application of genomic epidemiology to mitigate the impact of Mycoplasma bovis in American bison populations
	[bookmark: _Hlk213078316]Springer Browne, Homestead Veterinary Services LLC 




Presentation on Proposed Updates to the SMS Plan and Gaps in FMD Bulk Tank Milk Testing
Presenters:  Miquela Hanselman, NMPF Director of Regulatory Affairs and Dr. Danelle Bickett-Weddle, Preventalytics
 
SUMMARY:  The National Milk Producers Federation received a NADPRP grant with 4 objectives.  This presentation reviewed objective 3 to identify, propose, implement updates to the SMS plan materials based on stakeholder input and surveys including State Animal Health Officials, technical community and stakeholders. Most participants agree that the industry should expand SMS to include HPAI, a contagious disease.  The SMS plan updates include movement permit guidance criteria and documentation for dairy farms located within a FMD control area for milk, cattle and products. Submit comments by December 20 on NMPF website: www.nationaldairyfarm.com. An informational webinar will be held on November 21. Register at: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/SYdGNyVJRNWJJnAzOsgDtw#/registration
 
NMPF is leading another NADPRP funded project to explore gaps in implementation of PCR bulk tank milk test for FMD surveillance. They held 2 stakeholder forums, interviewed FMD experts, captured lessons learned from HPAI and conducted a literature review. The outcome is to create a white paper describing current gaps and guidance to build on potential uses of rRT PCR assay for FMD in bulk tank milk in the United States (2017).  NMPF will share the white paper broadly and request review and comments from stakeholders.  


Presentation on NWS Lessons from Mexico
Presenter:  Blain Junfin, The Insectary

SUMMARY:  A “boots on the ground” perspective of New World Screwworm response in Mexico was summarized. Many government agencies are involved in response and in implementation of the program.  The program includes inspection, prevention, monitoring, control, biological, residuals, pour ons / tags, diagnosis, collection and removal of larvae, submit samples, treat, sterile fly release. There are many variables in the process were discussed including 1)Defined border 2) Economics 3) Education 4) Livestock prices.  Mexican catle sales are through auction, order buyer, direct and central distribution.  Risk factors such as animals that reside on the Mexican/ Guatemalan border, feral dogs, hunting ranches, and small cow calf operations are harder to control. Dairies, large feedlots, and packing plants are sophisticated and compliant with inspection and reporting.  Control of NWS is just as important for Mexico as it is for the US.  
	

Presentation on Application of genomic epidemiology to mitigate the impact of Mycoplasma bovis in American bison populations
Presenter: Springer Browne, MVB, MPH, PhD, DACVPM
Homestead Veterinary Services LLC

Mycoplasma bovis emerged as a primary respiratory pathogen for American bison in the early 2000’s, with reported mortalities of 25-45% to naive herds. A concerted collaborative effort to address this disease began in 2021, with federal, academic, and private sector involvement. The use of genomic epidemiology has been instrumental to develop mitigation factors to address Mycoplasma bovis, including vaccine development, diagnostic capacity, and public health interventions.


SUMMARY: A historical perspective, literature review and research findings for Mycoplasma bovis (M bovis) in bison was presented.  M bovis in bison causes severe disease with mortality up to 60% and became part of the USDA livestock indemnity program in 2022.  Three key categories of research were presented: 1) Diagnostics  2) Preventative  3) Epidemiology.  Key finding for Diagnostics include using deep swabs for more effective sampling, a strong humoral response is beneficial and is probably involved in clearance of M bovis from bison.  Key findings in Preventative include  studies looking at vaccine potential and identifying proteins for targets, the value of titers, potential for an injectable subunit vaccine, the efficacy of modified live Mannheimia haemolytica expressing M bovis as a carrier for vaccine. Key findings for Epidemiology include M bovis case control survery and found risk factors to be herd size and shared fence line with cattle and persistence, maintenance of subclinical infections- calves and yearlings becoming asymptomatic carrier for up to a year, superficial sampling can be adequate in a outbreak, WGS maps of an M bovis isolates at USDA NVSL, a study of M bovis in infections in free ranging pronghorn and separate unrelated outbreaks,  a wildlife reservoir or spillover not related to cattle/ bison, WGS mapping from Turner Ranches from 2007-2024, persistence of infection over 10 years with multiple clades, historical line of M bovis >500 isolations from 1967- 2025. 

Business Meeting
Chair Janemarie Hennebelle brought the business meeting to order at 11:50.

New Business:
Resolutions were reviewed by the primary Cattle and Bison Committee on virtual meetings and email.
Subcommittee Reports for Brucellosis, Trichomoniasis, Cattle Disease Traceability were sent out by email November 3, 2024. The Tuberculosis report was sent November 4, 2025. Reports were moved forward for consent and approval. A motion and vote to approve the consent calendar passed.

The Subcommittee on Brucellosis had no resolutions 
The Subcommittee on Trichomoniasis had no resolutions
The Subcommittee on Cattle Disease Traceability had no resolutions
The Subcommittee on Tuberculosis had no resolutions 


One resolution was introduced directly to the Committee on Cattle and Bison:
Revise the Federal Order Requiring Testing for and Reporting of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in Livestock Testing Order to recognize state Stage 4 “Unaffected” status

The United States Animal Health Association urges the USDA APHIS to revise the April 29, 2024, Federal Order to recognize the Stage 4 “unaffected” state status and allow the interstate movement of lactating dairy cattle without requiring H5N1 pre-movement testing of individual cows from these low risk states to Stage 4 unaffected states, or from a Voluntary Monitored Unaffected Herd, thereby reducing unnecessary regulatory burden, facilitating interstate commerce, and decreasing strain on NAHLN sites. 

· Motion to introduce the first resolution moved to discussion. 
· The discussion addressed removal of “to Stage 4 unaffected states”
· The motion to amend the language passed with no discussion. 
· The vote on the resolution as amended passed.

Old business was summarized, and previous resolutions were reviewed (2021-2024).
		
2024 Resolution Responses 

Resolution 18: Research Support for National Regulatory Programs

RESOLUTION: The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) urges the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to increase its support of brucellosis and tuberculosis research at the USDA, Agricultural Research Service National Animal Disease Center in Ames, IA. This investment is critical to supporting ongoing and future national eradication programs for these diseases. The USAHA supports priorities that ensure adequate funding for scientific personnel, high-containment facilities, and equipment to enable continued advancements in disease prevention and control. Financial support of brucellosis research should occur regardless of select agent status. The USAHA encourages USDA to work with USAHA to prioritize research that includes this need.

· No response received to date. Additional follow-up will be needed. 
· Request to USAHA Executive Committee to get a response on the resolution. 
· GRC topic: bring this up to USDA to request responses to previous resolutions. 

Resolution 19: Use of Official 900-Series Electronic Identification Tags in Non-United States Born Cattle and Bison
· Discussed during virtual meeting in August. 
· Response is sufficient for the current time; however additional follow-up will be needed.

Resolution 20: Funding for Supporting Research in Mycoplasma bovis and other Emerging Disease Threats of Bison

RESOLUTION: The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) urges Congress to appropriate funding to support Mycoplasma bovis and other emerging disease work in bison, and to support a dedicated captive bison research facility. Funding appropriation amount will be determined through a USAHA Cattle and Bison Committee working group consisting of the National Bison Association and state animal health officials, with input from relevant federal partners.
· Working group convened to put together specific ask, location and expense.  Worked with stakeholders and visited National Wildlife Research Center and proposed as the location.  National Bison Association lobbied Congress for a $3 million request for FY ’26 budget. 
· Brought up at the GRC this year (2025). 

It was proposed that responses are adequate but additional follow up is needed for all 2023 resolutions.  Motion 
to approve and vote passed.  

     Three Year Resolution Review

Resolution 1: Approval of Trichomoniasis Testing Laboratories (2021)

RESOLUTION: The United States Animal Health Association encourages all states to update their trichomoniasis and import requirements to allow official trichomoniasis testing in either an American Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians Accredited laboratory or an ISO17025 accredited laboratory.
· No response received to date. 


Resolution 29: Development of Voluntary Proficiency Testing for Laboratories Performing Trichomoniasis PCR Testing in Cattle (2023)

 RESOLUTION: The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) requests that the National Assembly of State Animal Health Officials (NASAHO) work with the United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Veterinary Services to develop a voluntary proficiency testing program for laboratories performing trichomoniasis polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing in cattle utilizing the advice of a designated working group of trichomoniasis diagnostic experts as determined by USAHA and NASAHO. USAHA further requests that USAHA and NASAHO members encourage state diagnostic laboratories to participate in voluntary trichomoniasis PCR proficiency testing on a regular basis.
· Path forward established from the subcommittee to meet with key diagnosticians to rerun the trial with ISDA and NVSL.  

  Both trich resolutions have sufficient response but follow up needed, approved and passed by vote.  

Resolution #33 “Cattle Contact Tracing System” (2023)

  RESOLUTION: The United States Animal Health Association urges state animal health officials and the United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Veterinary Services to work with industry to enhance cattle contact tracing efforts for economically significant diseases through collaboration and sharing of current cattle contact traceability data. This data should utilize and grow the cattle contact trace infrastructure in which readers can collect and share the critical datapoints (ID, Time, Date & GPS Location). 
· Response is adequate and complete.  USDA is doing that using AHER.  
· Propose that response is complete.  Motion to approve and vote passed.  

Resolution # 32 “Standardization of State Cattle and Bison Import Requirements Regarding Brucellosis”  (2023)

RESOLUTION: In the absence of significant program deficits found during the triennial review process, the United States Animal Health Association urges state animal health officials to eliminate state and region-specific brucellosis import requirements for cattle and bison beyond assurance that shipments meet state of origin Designated Surveillance Area requirements. 
*No formal response received. 
· Subcommittee on Brucellosis had additional discussion.  
· Propose that sufficient for this time but more formal follow up is needed.  Motion to approve and vote passed.  

Meeting was adjourned by the Chair at 12.28 pm. 
Addendums attached:
Subcommittee Reports
· Cattle Disease Traceability
· Trichomoniasis
· Brucellosis
· Tuberculosis




[bookmark: REPORT_OF_THE_SUBCOMMITTEE_ON_Brucellosi]REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON CATTLE DISEASE TRACEABILITY

Chair: Ethan Andress, DVM
Vice Chair: Martin Zaluski, DVM

[USAHA Staff will enter your committee roster]

The Subcommittee met during the 2025 Annual Meeting in Denver, CO on October 2. There were approximately [x]  members and [X] guests in attendance. 

Chair Dr. Andress reviewed the history and purpose of the Subcommittee from USAHA website as the source.

USDA Update:
Dr. Brianna Schur, Associate Deputy Administrator for Strategy and Policy, gave an update on current staffing levels at USDA APHIS VS, and challenges and priorities in the face of simultaneous threats including New World Screwworm, highly pathogenic avian influenza, and the government shutdown.


Presentation on the National Assembly of State Animal Health Officials Review of eCVI Platforms
Presenter: 
Scott Leibsle, DVM, Idaho State Veterinarian

Idaho State Veterinarian provided a summary of the recent activities of the National Assembly of State Animal Health Officials eCVI vendor review group (NASAHO eCVI review committee) chaired by Miranda Junker, Bureau Chief Animal Health, Idaho Department of Agriculture, and Ryan Scholz, DVM, Oregon State Veterinarian.  

The NASAHO eCVI review committee is updating the review process for eCVI platforms to include data for multiple species. Reviews will be conducted on a quarterly basis.  Existing platforms will have 90 days to demonstrate consistency with the updated standards and should expect to submit updated documents for the review in April 2026. Trace First TraceVet eCVI has been approved by NASAHO. The EECVI MOU is up for renewal - no major changes have been implemented, only more descriptive and consistent language. 


Presentation on Alternative Movement Documents
Presenters:  
Chelsea Good, Good & Associates on behalf of Livestock Marketing Association
Justin Smith, DVM, Kansas State Veterinarian
Martin Zaluski, DVM, GlobalVetLink

Kansas State Veterinarian Dr. Justin Smith and Chelsea Good with Good & Associates, on behalf of LMA, spoke about alternative movement documents, and Dr. Martin Zaluski shared several scenarios where alternative movement documents could foster greater compliance with interstate traceability regulations. 

Federal law allows shipping and receiving state veterinarians to agree upon the use of an alternative movement document instead of an Interstate Certificates of Veterinary Inspection (ICVI) (9 CFR 86.5(c)(6)). This alternative document can be created by a veterinarian or another qualified individual.

Kansas, LMA, and other interested states would like to develop and utilize electronic alternative movement documents for feeder cattle movement. The goals would be improving the accuracy and speed of animal movement data that is shared with state and federal animal health officials while also providing a workable mechanism for parties to be compliant with current regulations. 

The platform would allow livestock markets and dealers to have direct input of movement data. Use of alternative movement documents will be via a pre-approved permission basis, with only those entities approved by a state veterinarian able to participate in the system. 

A pilot project would focus on feeder cattle (under 18 months of age) originating from a livestock market. The platform would be electronic and allow the destination to be amended within a specified timeframe. 

There is interest from application developers. GlobalVetLink has dedicated time to create a prototype, which has led to determination of what information would be collected. 

The next step suggested is a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between states willing to utilize the system to accept alternative movement documents. 

Presentation on the State Animal Disease Traceability (ADT) Coordinators Group

Garrett Girk, Kansas Animal Disease Traceability Coordinator, delivered a presentation to the United States Animal Health Association Subcommittee on Cattle Disease Traceability. His presentation provided an overview of the State Animal Disease Traceability (ADT) Coordinator monthly calls, including the group’s priorities, national ADT challenges, and opportunities for future innovation.

Key priorities highlighted included expanding national use of electronic Certificates of Veterinary Inspection (eCVIs) with the goal of becoming 85% electronic by 2028 and strengthening communication and collaboration across states on ADT-related issues. Girk also addressed challenges such as incomplete or inaccurate tag distribution records in AIMS from EID tag manufactures and distributors, insufficient tag retirement from slaughter, and varying levels of technical expertise among producers, veterinarians, and state agencies.

Finally, the presentation outlined several forward-looking strategies to enhance animal disease traceability nationwide. These emerging approaches include leveraging artificial intelligence for predictive modeling and anomaly detection, enhancing movement data analytics for outbreak response, integrating digital herd management platforms, and utilizing alternative movement documentation systems, other animal identification usages and movement documentation types. 


Panel Discussion on Slaughter Channel Movements:  
Presenters:
Diane Kitchen, DVM - Moderator
Bud Dinges, DVM – State Veterinarian, Texas
Samantha Beaty, DVM – State Veterinarian, Tennessee
Roger Dudley, DVM – State Veterinarian, Nebraska
Scott Leibsie, DVM – State Veterinarian, Idaho

Background:   Historically, to facilitate continuity of business and minimize handling of cattle moving from production premises to slaughter establishments for harvest, exemptions have been allowed to the requirement for official identification and ICVI.  The specifics of this timeline have led to much confusion within our industries and frequent failures and limitations for our ADT programs.  Many state animal health officials have expressed concerns with the porous nature of the “slaughter channels” and the impact this may have on significant animal health outbreaks.  
Definitions and exemptions from 9CFR86 Final Rule on Animal Disease Traceability
86.1 Directly. Moved in a means of conveyance, without stopping to unload while en route, except for stops of less than 24 hours to feed, water, or rest the animals being moved, and with no commingling of animals at such stops.
86.2 (e) - The interstate movement requirements in this part do not apply to the movement of covered livestock if: (1) The movement occurs entirely within Tribal land that straddles a State line and the Tribe has a separate traceability system from the States in which its lands are located; or (2) The movement is to a custom slaughter facility in accordance with Federal and State regulations for preparation of meat. 
86.4 (b) (1) (ii) - Cattle and bison may also be moved interstate without official identification if they are moved directly to a recognized slaughtering establishment or directly to no more than one approved livestock facility and then directly to a recognized slaughtering establishment, where they are harvested within 3 days of arrival; and
(A) They are moved interstate with a USDA-approved backtag; or 
(B) A USDA-approved backtag is applied to the cattle or bison at the recognized slaughtering establishment or federally approved livestock facility. 
(C) If a determination to hold the cattle or bison for more than 3 days is made after the animals arrive at the slaughter establishment, the animals must be officially identified in accordance with §86.4(d)(4)(ii).
86.5 (c) - Cattle and bison moved interstate must be accompanied by an ICVI unless: (1) They are moved directly to a recognized slaughtering establishment, or directly to an approved livestock facility and then directly to a recognized slaughtering establishment.
Introduction – please include a brief overview of the slaughter channels in your state
· Number of FSIS facilities
· Number of State facilities
· Species represented 
· Other slaughter channels
· Estimated slaughter numbers moving in and out of your state
Questions for Panelists
1. Describe the most common diversions from direct to slaughter in your state
a. Role of brokers and dealers in the porous reality of “slaughter channels”.  
i. For your state, how significant is the interstate importation of animals under the “exemption” as moving “direct to slaughter”.  
ii. What species are involved? 
1. What are the differences between species?
2. Intrastate vs Interstate movements
iii. Do you find slaughter ID in animals which are not in direct to slaughter situations?  
b. [bookmark: _musxo2g5eqhy]Are there differences between federal plants vs state plants?  
c. Do you have any solutions which have worked in your state?  
2. Extended holds of animals which are being exempted as “slaughter animals”
a. Where are the animals being held?
i. Livestock market
ii. Feeding locations
iii. Slaughter Establishment or connected premises
b. Which species seem to be involved?  
c. Reasons for holds
d. Are there differences between federal plants vs state plants?  
e. Are any of these locations applying Official ID after 3 days or ever?
f. Do you have any solutions which have worked in your state?  
Summary of Panel Discussion
All states represented have only federally inspected facilities with a mix of full FSIS inspected establishments and custom exempt.  Specialty or ritual slaughter establishments were also a common thread among our states.  
· States have variations in whether they are import or export heavy state based on number of establishments and species of interest.  
· ID, NB – net import state
· TN, FL – net export state
· TX had more facilities than other states; species differences in export vs import
· Discussion of diversion – all recognize as a significant issue for ADT program
· Many of the animals do ultimately end up at slaughter but often have been at other locations prior to slaughter and delays
· Dealers and small slaughter facilities much greater issue than larger FSIS establishments (high volume).  Fat stock channels more direct than cull stock.  
· Utilization of electronic records in livestock markets go a long way to providing some ability to trace.  Specifically, SaleTime platform and the sharing of information with SAHOs have been helpful.  
· Frequently small volume movements have “no documentation” and this limits states ability to do follow up or awareness of destinations.  
· Mix of whether states have regulatory framework for “dealer”.  
· TX has some processes for quarantined feedyards for cutter and untested bulls from LM which are inspected and regulated.  
· Holding of slaughter channel cattle
· Slaughter channel cattle being held at any of these locations are not having official identification added in 3 days.  
· Holds are more likely for smaller facilities but also occur at pens adjacent to larger establishments.  
· Holds are minimal for fat cattle and more common in small ruminants.  Commercial swine holds are uncommon.  
· Most states report LM holds of days;  Florida has experienced holds of weeks; all report high degree of BT loss.  
· Holds reported to feed or due to trucking issues
· Panel and audience have seen slaughter tags in animals at non-slaughter destinations.  
Committee Business: 
Previous resolutions were reviewed by the primary Cattle and Bison Committee.
Noted that a proposed resolution on electronic CVI requirements had been referred to the USAHA/AAVLD Committee on Animal Health Surveillance and Information Systems.
The subcommittee did not have business items.



 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRICHOMONIASIS
Chair: Dr. Jim Logan 
 Vice-Chair: Dr. Lewis R. “Bud Dinges  

[bookmark: _Hlk213075798]The USAHA Trichomoniasis sub-committee of the Cattle and Bison committee met during the 2025 Annual Meeting in Denver, Colorado on November 3, 2025. There were 3 guests present virtually, and ? members and guests present in person. The meeting was called to order at 7 AM by Chair, Dr Jim Logan.

The subcommittee members were reminded of the Subcommittee Mission Statement
“To provide a forum for the latest science and regulatory efforts for control of trichomoniasis in cattle.”

Bovine trichomoniasis is subject to import requirements by numerous states as it causes significant economic cost to cattle producing states. Currently there are no formal requirements or proficiency exercises for laboratories conducting this testing and regulations are determined by individual states and their livestock import regulations. 
Presentations

Dr Dane Schwartz, Theriogenology Resident at Auburn University College of Veterinary Medicine virtually presented a study Comparing Vaginal Douche, Cervicovaginal Mucus, and Uterine Lavage for Diagnosis of Trichomonas foetus in Naïve Heifers Exposed to Naturally Infected Bulls. 

The abstract of this study follows:

Comparing vaginal douche, cervicovaginal mucus, and uterine lavage for diagnosis of Tritrichomonas foetus in naive heifers exposed to a naturally infected bull  
Dane Schwartz, a Jennifer Koziol, b Alexis C. Thompson,c Jessica L. Klabnik,a Jessica Rush,a Chance Armstrong, Department of Clinical Science, Auburn University, Auburn, AL School of Veterinary Medicine, Texas Tech, Amarillo, TX ,Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory, Canyon, TX 

Trichomoniasis, caused by the obligate extracellular protozoan Tritrichomonas foetus (T. foetus), is a venereal disease of cattle. T. foetus enters the cow through coitus and establishes infection throughout the entire reproductive tract. Inflammation of the reproductive tract secondary to T. foetus infection commonly results in embryonic loss resulting in prolonged interestrus intervals, low pregnancy rates, lighter weaning weights, and increased culling of open cows. Consequently, there is little known about sampling for T. foetus in the female. To the authors knowledge this is the first critical evaluation into sampling of different anatomical regions in the cow using real time polymerase chain reaction (qPCR). We hypothesize that 1) Samples taken from the uterus will more often be positive for T. foetus compared to samples from the vagina and cervix. 2) The prevalence of positive samples decreases over time regardless of sample location. The objective of the study was to compare samples taken from vaginal douche, cervicovaginal mucus, and low volume uterine lavage for diagnosis of T. foetus in naive heifers exposed to a naturally infected bull using qPCR.

Eleven 14-month-old crossbred virgin Bos taurus heifers were utilized in this study. Heifers were exposed for 30 days (September 24, 2024 – October 24, 2024) to a 5-year-old bull naturally infected with T. foetus. Starting 30 days after the introduction of the bull, three sampling time periods were performed 21 days apart (T1: October 24, 2024, T2: November 13, 2024, T3: December 5, 2024). At each sampling period samples were collected in sequence of ascending anatomy: vaginal douche, cervical mucus aspirate, and low volume uterine lavage. At the conclusion of each sampling day, all samples were transported to the Texas A&M Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (TVMDL) Canyon, Texas location. Samples were submitted for individual qPCR.   
A total of 82 samples taken from 11 heifers over three sampling time points (T1, T2 and T3) and three sampling locations (vaginal douche, cervical mucus aspirate, and low volume uterine lavage) were collected. Twelve out of the 82 samples (14.6%) were positive on qPCR. Time significantly impacted the PCR results (p = 0.005), while location did not (p= 0.87). There was no significant difference between the timepoints. The positive samples were from two heifers, #32 and #36, at T1 and T2. For the two positive heifers all three specimens were positive at each respective time point. The two positive heifers were subsequently negative for specimens collected at T3. A uterine sample was not obtained for heifer #32 at T3. All other heifers were negative at all timepoints. 
In summary, results show that there is no significant difference in sampling location, but there is in time. Although a small study, data suggests that the location of sampling is not important, but that sampling should occur within 51 days of exposure for best outcomes.

Dr Tom Hairgrove Professor and Extension Specialist at Texas A&M University presented (for his graduate student, Hailey Shaw, MS student at Texas A&M University Department of Animal Science) a study to determine Trich prevalence in non-tested bulls going to slaughter along with a corresponding economic impact analysis. A summary of that study follows:

Study to determine Trich prevalence in non-tested Texas bulls at Slaughter
Hailey Shaw, Master of Science Student, Department of Animal Science, Dr. Jacquelin Prestegaard-Wilson and Dr. Thomas B Hairgrove, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Department of Animal Science, Texas A&M University
Introduction

Bovine Trichomoniasis (Trich) is a venereal disease of cattle caused by the protozoan Tritrichomonas foetus. Transmission of T. foetus occurs during natural breeding, allowing the bull and the cow to infect each other.  Infected cows can eventually clear the infection, while the bull remains infected for life. The bull is persistently infected, with the organism residing on the surface of the penis and prepuce. The bull does not mount an immune response but serves as a sentinel for T. foetus in a regulatory control program. 
Rationale For the Research Project

The Texas Animal Health Regulations currently require testing all bulls for T. foetus upon changing possession or when adjacent to an infected herd. Producers are not required to test bulls destined for slaughter, and a producer’s herd could unknowingly have undetected chronic Trichomoniasis, creating a biosecurity threat to neighbors. This project targets untested Texas bulls destined for slaughter to estimate the prevalence and geographical distribution of bovine trichomoniasis. Information gained will target producer education to areas with higher prevalence and higher geographical distribution of bovine trichomoniasis, which is essential to the success of a state control program. +-

Research Design and Methods
This project involves collecting and testing bull penile tissue for T. foetus at slaughter. According to USDA estimates, 320,000 breeding beef bulls are in Texas. Estimating a 5% prevalence of Tritrichomonas foetus, testing 1,000 bulls provides a 95% confidence interval of 3.7%-6.5% confidence. Penile tissue samples collected from 1,000 bulls over 12 months will be analyzed. RT-PCR testing on tissue extracted in phosphate-buffered saline will be conducted at the Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory.
For this research, we obtained penile tissue samples from Texas bulls harvested at Lonestar Beef Processors, San Angelo, Texas. This allows tracing the bulls to the auction market, but not to the producer. At harvest, approximately four inches of the distal penis is removed and individually bagged, identifying only the market of origin. In the Laboratory, we extracted approximately 5mm of tissue from the penis and placed it in a 2ml Falcon tube with 1.5 mL of phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) and two metal beads. The samples were sent to the Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory (TVMDL) for processing and testing with a Quantitative real-time PCR (qPCR). 

Results
To date, we have collected 782 samples and calculated the prevalence of Trichomoniasis in Texas as 4.35%. The 
estimated geographical concentration and higher prevalence of Bovine Trichomoniasis are observed in East Texas.
 A corresponding economic impact analysis was provided by David P. Anderson, Professor and Extension Economist at Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, and that is shared below: 
[image: A close-up of a paper
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Dr Suelee Robbe- Austerman DVM PhD, Director National Veterinary Services Laboratories, presented an update on the proficiency testing pilot project for trichomoniasis. A summary of Dr Robbe Austermann’s presentation follows:
                                                                            
NVSL Proficiency Test Pilot Panel Creation: Following the 2024 subcommittee meeting, the Idaho State Department of Agriculture Animal Health Laboratory (ISDA-AHL) prepared nine bulk cultures (25 mL each) at three different Ct ranges: Low (20-24), Moderate (28-32), and High (34-36). The National Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL) was responsible for aliquoting, creating, and qualifying the panels prior to shipment. This allowed blinded duplicates to evaluate within-lab repeatability, consisting of three sets of each Ct level (totaling 18 samples) and two negative samples.

Analysis: NVSL was to analyze the results based on standard criteria but would not provide an overall pass/fail score. A sample was considered valid only if 80% of laboratories correctly classified it. Summary results were to be shared with the committee before distribution, with only the State Animal Health Official and the individual laboratory receiving specific results for that lab.

Results: Twenty laboratories participated in the panel, however the results were problematic across laboratories. The proficiency test was rendered invalid because the test material was found to be unevenly aliquoted into the test vials, causing a lack of consistency between lots. Laboratories were advised not to consider the results reflective of their performance.

Tentative Insights: Analysis of the results suggested that some laboratories were choosing to report samples with high Ct values that crossed the threshold as negative. The National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL) recommended as a general practice that laboratories should not lower sensitivity to reduce cross-contamination. Only one laboratory appeared to incorrectly classify the negative samples, which was believed to be a reporting error.

Following Dr Robbe- Austerman’s presentation, the subcommittee discussed the future of the proficiency testing efforts and developed a path forward.  

Path Forward: The plan, with concurrence from the committee is to meet with laboratory experts (Laboratory Directors and Molecular  Diagnostics Section Heads/Parasitology Section Heads) virtually with a plan to redo the panel as a joint effort between ISDA-AHL and NVSL. Key steps include: ideas to improve the variation within aliquots; identify five laboratories to take the panel in advance to qualify it; resend the new panel to the original 20 labs at no cost; allow other laboratories (potentially up to 25 total) to participate for the current user fee.
When completed, the National Assembly of State Animal Health Officials (NASAHO) will evaluate the results of the proficiency testing program and determine an appropriate level at which laboratories should be considered proficient, as well as how frequently proficiency testing should be conducted for renewal. NASAHO would use the model in use for ECVIs as a template to evaluate results.

There were no Resolutions and no new business brought before the subcommittee.
The meeting was adjourned at 8 AM MST.




REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON BRUCELLOSIS
Chair: Scott Leibsle, ID Vice-Chair: Tom Bragg, SD

[bookmark: _Hlk494378048]The Subcommittee met on Sunday, November 2nd, from 8:00 am – 9:47 pm EDT.  

Presentations & Reports: 

GYA State updates & State Reviews 

1.) Idaho  - Dr. Scott Leibsle, Idaho State Department of Agriculture, State Veterinarian

[bookmark: _Hlk114731722][bookmark: _Hlk114578749]Idaho has completed the assurance test on the one affected domestic cervidae herd that was released from quarantine in 2024. The affected herd of 350 head of domestic elk was located well within Idaho’s Designated Surveillance area. In the fall of 2019, one cow elk sent to slaughter was identified as a reactor and, as a result, a whole herd test identified 6 additional affected elk. The reactor elk were slaughtered and tissues collected. Genotyping of affected elk matched previous genotyping of brucellosis affected wild elk in the area. Upon epidemiological investigation, it was determined that a wild elk had ingressed into the domestic elk facility during the prior 12-month period. No out of state movement, other than direct to slaughter, has occurred from the affected premises since the quarantine was initiated in 2019. 

The final assurance test and post-test management requirements were completed on the one affected Idaho cattle herd and the quarantine was officially released in June 2025. In September of 2023, an adult longhorn cow tested BAPA positive at a livestock market within the DSA. This animal and its conhort were held in quarantine at the livestock market until lab results could be verified. Blood from that animal was sent to the Idaho Brucellosis Lab where the sample tested BAPA positive with an FPA of 75.8 Delta mP. NVSL results were FPAs of 58.3 Delta mP and 62.5 Delta mP and Complement fixation was Positive 4+@1:640. The animal was sent to slaughter and tissues were collected for culture. Brucella abortus was cultured from mandibular lymph nodes, ovaries, and mammary glands. Whole herd tests were completed in October 2023, January 2024 and June 2024 (post-calving) that resulted in all animals testing negative. This herd remains under quarantine until June 2025 when the producer finally elected to sterilize all calves born during quarantine period. The producer remains largely uncooperative, but to avoid future interaction with ISDA, he elected to sell his bull and pursue no future breeding of his herd.  

In FY25, approximately 8157 head of cattle have been tested to meet Idaho’s Designated Surveillance Area (DSA) testing requirements with more cattle to be tested later this fall as they return from summer grazing. This number does not include DSA cattle slaughtered at facilities that continue testing for brucellosis, cattle from areas of the state outside of the DSA that were tested to meet other states import requirements, or cattle returning from DSAs in Montana and Wyoming. From Oct 1, 2024-Sept 30, 2025 the Idaho Brucellosis Lab conducted a total of 382,813 brucellosis tests including live animal and slaughter samples. This was slightly less, but similar to the 386,519 samples tested by the Idaho Brucellosis Lab in FY24.

[bookmark: _Hlk114579009][bookmark: _Hlk146182170]The Idaho Department of Fish & Game (IDFG) continues to conduct wild elk surveillance within and outside the borders of Idaho’s DSA. Wild elk surveillance is rotated around the DSA boundary and any positives from previous years. In 2024-2025 the wild elk surveillance will continue to focus on hunting units west of the DSA, along the Montana border northwest of the current Idaho DSA boundary, and the southern areas of the DSA. Idaho Fish and Game and ISDA continue to identify known elk-cattle interactions in an area just northwest of the DSA where some positive elk have also been found. ISDA continues to work with the producers and veterinarians to test non-DSA herds in this location in hopes of achieving early identification of reactor herds that may be experience increased elk-cattle interaction outside of the formal DSA boundary. The Idaho Brucellosis Coordination Team, consisting of ISDA, IDFG and Idaho VS personnel, continues to meet annually to discuss surveillance and mitigation strategies and make improvements as needed.

USDA APHIS VS reviewed Idaho’s Brucellosis Program as part of the normal tri-annual review in Aug 2024. Overall the program was given verbal good marks and the final report verified the strength of Idaho’s program and ability to identify reactor animals early on in the infection process.  Future in-person program audits have been discontinued by USDA given the stellar performance of Idaho and the other GYA states in each of their triennial audits.


2.) Montana - Dr. Tahnee Szymanski, Montana Department of Livestock, State Veterinarian

During the year from July 2024 to June 2025, the Montana DSA was utilized by roughly 480 herds (both seasonal and year-round) cntaining roughly 137,000 cattle. The DSA represents approximately 5% of the Montana cattle herd and 5% Montana’s land mass. During that time, 83,727 DSA cattle were brucellosis tested while an additional 8,275 were tested for other reasons such as international shipment outside of the DSA.

Montana is currently managing two brucellosis affected herds. Both are long-term brucellosis affected herds that do not have a practical means to keep elk from mixing with females during the high-risk period for brucellosis transmission. These herds remain under quarantine and market livestock only to slaughter. Montana did have a detection of brucellosis in a bovine bull in July of 2025. Based upon the epidemiological investigation of the herd and no additional reactors detected in the herd, the herd was released from Quarantine in in October 2025. The herd was located within the DSA in Beaverhead County. 

The Department of Livestock partners with Montana Fish Wildlife Parks annually to conduct live animal surveillance on elk populations around the perimeter of the DSA in response to knowledge about elk movement on the landscape. Testing in late winter 2025 was conducted in the Crazy Mountains on the NE edge of the DSA.  Fifty elk were captured as part of the surveillance with all animals testing negative. During the 2026 capture season, elk will be captured in the Northern Big Horn Mountains, an area in proximity to serological positive elk in Wyoming.  

Montana conducts an annual review of compliance with brucellosis regulations. In FY25, a high level of compliance (97% plus compliance). Common reasons for non-compliance are movement out of the DSA without a test and testing conducted later, producers operating under an outdated agreement, and movements in feeding channels that could not be verified. 

3.) Wyoming - Dr. Hallie Hasel, Wyoming Livestock Board, State Veterinarian

Wyoming’s Brucellosis Designated Surveillance Area (DSA) boundaries were adopted in 2011 based upon Wyoming Game and Fish surveillance data. Wyoming’s current brucellosis rules and surveillance program provide sufficient data to allow the state to remain brucellosis free with regards to trade. 
Brucellosis surveillance within Wyoming is outlined in the Wyoming Livestock Board’s Chapter 2 Brucellosis Management and Mitigation rules, Chapter 6 Risk Mitigation Activities and Compensation, and Chapter 25 Brucellosis Quarantine Mitigation. The surveillance program requires brucellosis testing upon change of ownership and/or movement outside of the DSA, official brucellosis vaccination or spay of all female bovine, and slaughter surveillance of all bovine over 12 months of age at state inspected custom slaughter facilities.
Wyoming is a brand inspection state, requiring brand inspection between counties and prior to out of state movement. Brand inspectors verify compliance with brucellosis testing requirements for cattle moving within and out of the DSA. Wyoming is able to gather an estimate of the number of cattle grazing within the DSA based upon brand inspection documents.
Due to demographic and land use changes, cattle inventory continues to decline within the DSA. 
WY FY25 Brucellosis Data
	Data source
	Head

	Brucellosis tests
	79028

	Brucellosis Vacc Adult
	6656

	Brucellosis Vacc Calfhood 
	151328

	Total Brucellosis Vacc
	157984


Brucellosis risk mitigation assessments and herd plans are encouraged for all herds grazing within the DSA. Herd plans provide owners with brucellosis mitigation recommendations based on their risk assessment. Data from Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) elk brucellosis surveillance also aids in determining overall risk for DSA cattle. Approximately 200 cattle herds reside, either full or part-time, within the DSA. WLSB maintains 150-175 herd plans with annual renewal for DSA herds. 
WLSB has three rule chapters relating to brucellosis: Chapter 6 Brucellosis Mitigation Activities and Compensation, Chapter 20 Indemnity rules, and Chapter 25 Brucellosis Quarantine Mitigation Expense Reimbursement.  Wyoming enjoys an excellent interagency working relationship between the WLSB, Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory, WGFD, Wyoming Department of Health, and the USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. This enables us to fluidly and transparently deal with issues surrounding brucellosis in the DSA.
	Wyoming has one herd in Park County under quarantine for brucellosis due to elk commingling during winter weather. Producers in Park County are faced with increasing elk herd numbers and continual commingling between elk and cattle. Changing land is having a significant impact on elk winter feeding areas in portions of Park County. WLSB and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department worked jointly to provide two brucellosis education meetings for producers in Park County during FY24-25. 
	Brucellosis data for Wyoming will eventually be shared on the WLSB website. The website is currently under reconstruction with a completion date of mid-2026.

4.  Assessing Idaho’s Brucellosis Risk Using Unique Wildlife Data – Tricia Hebdon (Idaho Dept of Fish & Game)

Wild bison and elk in the greater Yellowstone area GYE) are the last remaining reservoir of Brucella abortus in the US.  Eliminating B. abortus from this area is challenging because of the multi-state and federal jurisdictions in Idaho, Montana and Wyoming and the migratory nature of wild elk in these jurisdictions.
In 2018, Secretarial Order 3362 was implemented to improve habitat quality in western big-game winter range and migration corridors. This Order directs the Department of the Interior to work in close partnership with states across the West to enhance and improve the quality of big-game winter range and migration corridor habitat on Federal lands to conserve and manage big-game species. 
In the past five years, big game migration corridors and winter ranges have been mapped across the western U.S., providing a better understanding of seasonal animal movements, critical habitats and the risk of disease transmission for numerous species. Further analysis of elk migration and winter range mapping data will allow GYE states to better provide current B. abortus disease risk assessments, provide future risk  forecasting, allocate limited resources and provide critical education to producers in these high-risk areas within and around the states DSA’s. Improved coordination between the state and federal agencies managing agricultural and natural resources will also assist in ensuring enhanced data sharing and continued monitoring of wildlife populations. 

5. Brucellosis Research Update – Dr Steven Olsen 
Topics covered included:
· Concurrent vaccination with MLV BVD & IBR along with RB51.  There are differences in the immune response for both RB51 as well as the MLV viruses when given concurrently. There is also an effect on immune response with concurrent BCG administration.
· Persistent RB51 shedding in the milk of Jersey Cattle was evaluated up to 18 months after administration 
· Susceptibility of naïve animals is different between bison, elk, and cattle.
· Comparing efficacy of Parental RB51 vaccination in different species including bison, elk, cattle. Bison tend to require a booster dose to acquire similar immunity. Also emphasized is the fact that, in all species, the vaccine helps with preventing abortions but does not prevent infection and does not prevent seroconversion. 
· Brucellosis abortus genomes were compared among different species and indicates that there are some differences between them.
· Evaluation of brucellosis serologic tests (ELISA, FPA, etc.) for use on brucellosis suis in swine is being performed
· Diagnostic strategies for brucellosis sp are being evaluated to determine best practices.


Subcommittee Business Meeting:

· The business meeting was called to order at 9:42 am. The only order of business was the review of USAHA Resolution 17 from 2024 (renewed from 2021) to urge additional funds to be provided to ARS in the pursuit of brucellosis research. USDA has given no response to this resolution which is similar to previous resolution responses regarding improved funding. No new resolutions were presented to the current committee. Dr Scott Liebsle has elected to move on as the Western District Representative on the USAHA Executive Committee. Dr Tekla Webb, Wyoming State Assistant Veterinarian, will move into the role of the Chair of the Brucellosis Subcommittee and Dr Tom Bragg will remain as the Vice-Chair.  The meeting was adjourned at 9.46 am MT. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Scott Leibsle
Brucellosis Committee Chair



SUBCOMMITTEE ON TUBERCULOSIS
Chair: Beth Carlson
Vice Chair: Elisabeth Patton

[USAHA Staff will enter your committee roster]

The Committee met during the 2025 Annual Meeting in Denver, CO on November 3, 2025. A head count of attendees in the room totaled 80 people. A total of -- attendees checked into the meeting including:  -- members and  -- guests in attendance. Dr. Beth Carlson welcomed committee members and guests, introduced Dr. Elisabeth Patton as Vice Chair, and determined there was quorum for the committee to meet and vote on committee business.

Dr. Carlson provided a review of the agenda and the mission and operating procedure for the TB subcommittee, as well as the process for recommendations and resolutions.

Presentations & Reports 

Tuberculosis Scientific Advisory Working Group
The Tuberculosis Scientific Advisory Working Group, led by Dr. Beth Carlson, met at 7 am on Monday, November 3, 2025, immediately prior to the Tuberculosis Subcommittee.  The following presentations were provided:

Update on TB Initiative and TB Vaccine studies
Heather Martinez, DVM MPH DACVPM, USDA-APHIS Veterinary Services
The BCG Vaccination Project, a joint effort of both the United States and Mexican governments, continues to progress and bring in valuable data. We are currently late in the fourth year of this five-year study and are continuing to work with our partner dairies for vaccinations, antemortem testing, and slaughter inspections. Mexico’s federal and Baja California state agencies continue to be heavily involved in this project. The field team has maintained the 3:1 blinded BCG vaccine:placebo ratio within all four dairies, and enrolled calves continue to receive vaccine before two months of age, the majority of which receive vaccine before one month of age. Enrolled animals greater than two months of age undergo antemortem testing every six months, which includes skin testing, taking nasal swabs, and a blood sample for QuantiFERON-Gold testing (QFT), and eligible animals also receive a booster vaccine. Animals still do not undergo any management changes and enter production as they would normally. At time of slaughter, enrolled animals continue to be necropsied by project field staff and tissue samples are submitted to NVSL for diagnostics.
As of July 31, 2025, there are 4,521, animals vaccinated in the project. 1,881 animals have been revaccinated with the same lot originally received, and 1,420 (75.5%) have been revaccinated with active BCG. From preliminary field data, overall enrolled animal deaths are at 18.8% (850/4,521) from the start of the project on December 1, 2021, to July 31, 2025. Overall mortality of enrolled animals within individual dairies ranges between 11.5-31.1%. Analytics were performed with updated enrolled animal numbers and were consistent with previous results, showing that there is no increased risk of mortality in BCG-vaccinated animals vs placebo-vaccinated animals (RR = 0.99, 95% CI: 0.96-1.02). 
Animals that are eligible for slaughter inspection must be greater than six months of age at death. This consists of 50.5% (429/850) of the enrolled animal deaths. Since onboarding our additional field veterinarian, made possible by the Cooperative Agreement with Universidad Autónoma de Baja California (initiated in September 2023), our slaughter inspection rate has increased from 60% through June 2024 to 83% through July 2025, for a total of 301 necropsies from 363 animals sent to slaughter.
Updated analysis on unblinded slaughter inspection data shows that of the 281 animals with diagnostic results, 199 have a final diagnosis. 149/199 (74.9%) animals were confirmed infected by culture. There are similar vaccination rates, 76.5% and 76.0%, respectively, in the infected and non-infected groups. Histologically, 206/275 (74.9%) animals had histocompatible results, and 69/281 (25.1%) were not histocompatible. Of the histocompatible animals, 154/206 (74.8%) were BCG-vaccinated, and in the non-histocompatible group, 55/69 (79.7%) animals were BCG-vaccinated. 
Vaccine efficacy was calculated to be 6.9% (95% CI: 0, 43.05), showing that the risk of a positive M. bovis histology result in BCG-vaccinated cattle is 6.9% less than animals vaccinated with a placebo. Vaccine metrics will continue to be evaluated to monitor for increased efficacy and statistical significance. While vaccine efficacy continues to be low, data are trending to show that BCG-vaccinated animals may have 0.88 times the odds of being infected with M. bovis (95% CI: 0.356, 2.168; not statistically significant) as compared to placebo-vaccinated animals. Revaccination also does not appear to be associated with decreased infection at this time.
Disease severity is recorded via pathology scoring of enrolled animals that are inspected and lesion descriptions recorded at slaughter. For animals with a known infection status, 95/135 (70.4%) had lesions, further broken down into mild, moderate or severe, and animals are categorized as “severe”, 27/135 are “moderate”, 51/135 are “mild”, and 40/135 (29.6%) had no gross lesions (NGL) identified. Interestingly, eight NGL animals were found to be infected (culture positive), and 6/51 (11.7%) animals with mild lesions had lesions that were not associated with M. bovis infection (culture negative). All other lesions were associated with M. bovis infection. Pathology scoring is ongoing as animals are sent to slaughter. Previous analysis showed a statistically significant correlation between severity of disease and vaccination status of necropsied animals. Updated analyses show similar findings; however, at this time, none are statistically significant: BCG-vaccinated animals have 0.57 times the odds of having lesions associated with M. bovis infection compared to placebo-vaccinated animals (95% CI: 0.243, 1.350).
While interim analyses are not statistically significant for vaccine efficacy and disease severity, the nasal swab results collected at antemortem testing show an obvious trend, as the proportion of PCR detections over time decreases across and within all participating dairies. Overall, 85.2% of nasal swabs from all dairies were undetected during testing round 2 (when nasal swabbing was initiated), 94.7% were undetected in testing round 3, 99.3% in testing round 4, and at this point in testing round 5 (Dairy 3 results are pending), 99.8% are undetected. Although nasal swabbing has not been shown to be representative of animal shedding of M. bovis, it may indicate decreased environmental contamination due to decreased shedding of animals as BCG vaccination rates increase. Development of a protocol for collection of individual animal milk samples from enrolled animals is underway and is crucial to detect decreased animal bacterial shedding.
In addition to individual animal milk sampling, there is other work in the BCG Vaccination Project that is invaluable. Continued QFT testing and results analysis, part of the larger ongoing QFT validation work at NVSL, is an important part of antemortem testing in this vaccinated population. Effects of bovine tuberculosis on production and health parameters will still be evaluated as vaccinated animals enter production. Dairy management factors that affect slaughter rates and animal longevity also need to be studied and adjusted for in disease analyses. We will also start using a lyophilized BCG vaccine that will ease the burden for vaccine handling. Evaluation of differences in vaccine performance will be crucial to understand if the lyophilized product can continue to be used in this manner in future research in areas where maintaining cold-chain is a large burden. There is also the opportunity to evaluate other modalities for antemortem M. bovis testing, including the use of novel skin testing antigens that can differentiate between vaccinated and infected animals. Lastly, this project is the first of its kind, in that animals are vaccinated under field conditions of the Mexican diary industry and are then followed through the typical production cycle. This allows us to evaluate the ability of the vaccine to combat disease outside of laboratory conditions and understand how best it can be utilized in the field.

Rapid TB Peptide LFA Bovine Test
Mark Boyle, MAP/PATH LLC
MAP/PATH is introducing a next-generation alternative: the PEPTAK™ rapid, point-of-care blood test via a lateral flow assay that provides a definitive answer in 15 minutes. Unlike the skin test, which depends on a delayed immune response, PEPTAK™ directly detects TB-specific peptides circulating in the bloodstream. This allows for earlier detection of both latent and active disease states and removes the need for laboratory infrastructure, specialized training, or multiple farm visits.

	National Tuberculosis Update 

	Dr. Suelee Robbe-Austerman, DVM, PhD Director, National Veterinary Services Laboratories


· Primary Surveillance: FSIS Slaughter Surveillance remains the main method for identifying TB-infected herds, with a goal of one granuloma submission per 2,000 head of fed cattle slaughtered.  Other surveillance such as live animal testing includes movement testing, area surveillance, epidemiological investigation, and whole-herd testing. Slaughter surveillance has been trending down over the last couple of years after stabilizing in in 2015.
[image: A graph with blue and orange lines

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
· FY 2025 TB Slaughter Surveillance Cases: Six histocompatible & PCR positive cases, four from adult cattle, and two from Mexican Fed Cattle (Colorado, Texas) identified through slaughter surveillance. Three TB-affected herds were noted in New Mexico (NM 25A, -test and remove plan),Texas (TX 25A, test and remove plan) and South Dakota (SD 25A, depopulated)

Cervid TB Surveillance
· DPP Test Kit Shortage: The National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL) experienced a Dual Path Platform (DPP) test kit shortage in FY 2025, leading to a sample backlog. The backlog was cleared by June 18, 2025, and the test turnaround time is back to five business days.
· FY 2025 Results: Out of 4,110 DPP tests conducted, there were 19 (0.4%) non-negative results for the 10 DPP test and two (0.09%) for the 20 DPP test, with zero PCR or culture positive detections.

Mexico Regionalization Update
· Import Rule: The APHIS Import TB and Brucellosis Final Rule (9 CFR 93), effective October 19, 2020, established a system for classifying foreign regions into one of five TB status levels (Level I-V). Reviews of Mexican regions are conducted every 2-3 years.
· FY 2025 Reviews: APHIS completed routine status reviews for three regions, noting strengths and recommendations for each:
· Coahuila (November 2024): Recommended conducting a new area test and ensuring adequate indemnity funds for depopulation.
· Durango (February 2025): Recommended increasing funding for buffer zone testing and improving slaughter surveillance and traceability.
· Tamaulipas (June 2025): Recommended addressing deficiencies in epidemiological investigations and completing the area test initiated in 2021.
· FY 2026 Reviews Planned: Upcoming reviews include Chihuahua (December 2025), the Yucatán Peninsula Region (March 2026), and Sonora (April 2026).

TB Initiative Updates (Projects Overview)
· BCG Vaccination Project in Baja California, Mexico: This is a five-year double-blinded study to determine the efficacy of the BCG vaccine in reducing bTB in high-burden commercial dairies. The study is almost four years in, with vaccinations and sample collection ongoing.
· Modernizing Diagnostics: Efforts are underway to evaluate and identify modernized tests, especially those that can Differentiate Infected from Vaccinated Animals (DIVA).
· Wildlife Survey and bTB Surveillance, Moloka’i, HI: This project is establishing a baseline for risk assessments, focusing on indexing Axis Deer and Feral Swine populations and assessing their contact with livestock. As of June 2025, over 240 axis deer were sampled, resulting in three positive axis deer detections.
· TB Lesion Flipbooks (FSIS): Reference materials and training (flipbooks) are being provided to FSIS inspectors to improve granuloma recognition. As of the update, 1,348 flipbooks have been distributed to 31 states.
TB Source Attribution: Over 28,000 sequences, including more than 700 zoonotic TB sequences from 2018-2022, were submitted by the CDC to NCBI in October 2025. NVSL is in the process of analyzing those sequences and will provide a presentation upon request.
	
State Updates

Texas
Bud Dinges, Texas Animal Health Commission State Veterinarian
Texas TB Investigations
· October 2024: Mexican origin steer identified at harvest in AM region
· Origin trace, epi investigation, exposure trace/mitigation, and C&D done
· March 2025: adult dairy cow identified at harvest in AM region
· Traced to a dairy that led to identifying and working with 3 dairy complex in AM region. Status – TB Affected
· 25,000+ Jersey/Holstein cattle & small beef herd
· Testing – assessment and 1st, 2nd, & 3rd removal tests done 
· Under herd plan: Test and Remove – testing ongoing; 10 positives identified to date
· Trace assignments still in process (2 large dairies, multiple markets) 
· Trace start date March 13, 2020
· ~21,000 individual animals directly from source dairy
· ~17,000 individual animals directly from epi linked 2nd dairy
· All first level out of state traces identified and sent out to those states, trace identification/assignment > 80% done
· Working with trace exposed herds in Texas 
· Diagnostics not linked to previous associated cases – suggest new introduction & most likely of Mexico origin 
· June 2025: adult angus cow identified at harvest in AM region
· Traced to market and then origin in BV region – population of ~200 feral cattle on property with minimal handling > 5 years
· Many concerns being managed while planning to gather and relocate (into isolation) entire herd for testing and follow-up 
· June 2025: adult dairy cow identified at harvest in SV region 
· Trace transferred to origin state: New Mexico
· (FY26) October 2025: adult dairy cow identified at harvest in AM region
· Trace transferred to origin state: New Mexico
Tuberculosis Out of State to TX Traces
· June 2025: New Mexico TB case – tracing dairy replacement animals to calf raiser in AM region
· ~800 calves under isolation at calf raiser, all tested (3% deceased)
· ~50% have returned to origin dairy in NM, rest will be transported soon 
· October 2025: New Mexico TB case – tracing terminal chain beef animals sent to TX feeders

Texas Herds under Assurance Testing 
	Region
	QT Release
	Herd
	FY25 Assurance Testing 

	AM
	2019
	Dairy
	#5 - Final

	AM
	2020
	Dairy
	#4

	AM
	2020
	Dairy
	#4

	AM
	2023
	Dairy
	#1

	AM
	2024
	Dairy
	#1

	GS
	2020
	Beef
	Closed

	SV
	2022
	Beef
	#3 



Colorado
Maggie Baldwin, Colorado State Veterinarian

An update on Colorado TB affected herds and traces was provided. 

Iowa
Katie Rumsey, Iowa State Veterinarian
Trace 1: TX to IA
· Multiple Sites
· 2 adjacent dairy sites – considered 1 premises, ~8,500 cows
· Dairy 1
· lactating cows, springers, close-up and dry cows, maternity, hospital
· 50/50 parallel parlor
· Dairy 2
· lactating cows
· 80 rotary parlor
· Heifer Raiser: ~2500
· Calf Site: ~500
· Regularly send calves to TX (embryo calves), KS (mix of heifer replacements, bulls, Angus-crosses), and WI (bull calves to studs)
· Quarantine Released 9/10/2025
· Timeline:
	5/28/25
	TX notifies IA of trace
38 out of 48 imported cows remaining (6 culled, 4 died to rendering)

	5/31/25
	Written quarantines issued

	6/2/25
	38/48 remaining cows tested (CFT & Gamma)

	6/5/25
	All CFT negative results

	6/6/2025
	All Gamma negative results

	6/9/25
	Necropsy of 5 dry cows with withdrawal – no significant findings

	6/11/25
	Histopathology of 5 dry cows – no significant findings

	8/13-14/25
	On farm logistics meeting to plan whole herd test

	8/22/25
	8,541 cows CFT tested
17 hours with 3 Accredited Veterinarians, 2 assistants, and 2-3 regulatory vets to assist (IDALS and USDA)

	8/25/25
	8,541 cows CFT read, 110 responders bled for Interferon Gamma testing
16 hours

	8/26/25
	Blood hand delivered to NVSL

	9/2/25
	Gamma results: 110 bled – 3 positives

	9/4/25
	Necropsied 3 Gamma positives – no significant findings

	9/9/25
	Histopathology of all 3 cows – no significant findings

	9/10/25
	Quarantines released




Trace 2: TX to SD to IA
· 11 cows in dry pen
· Agreement made to move back to SD
Trace 3: NM to IA
· Feedlot
· 471 head – 1 died
· Cattle will be fed until Feb/March 2026
· Quarantined to site until slaughter

New Mexico
Samantha Uhrig, New Mexico State Veterinarian
 TX 25A Trace – Notified of a trace out on 5/28/25. One herd that received 2 loads of lactating cattle (176 head total) was placed on a Hold Order until the indemnity agreement was signed and cattle were sent to slaughter. No additional TB testing was performed prior to shipping to slaughter because both loads had arrived in February and March of 2025. No lesions were found at slaughter. Hold Order was lifted. 
NM 25A Slaughter Trace – Initial notification received from NVSL on 6/13/25 of a 7-yr old cow found at slaughter with multiple lesions that were histo compatible. PCR confirmation received 6/17/25. After conversation with the owner and his son (manager), all three of their premises were placed under quarantine on 6/18/25 due to epidemiological links among the 3 locations. They raise their own replacement heifers, but they have sent them off-site for raising and breeding in the past. Prior to detection: no adult cattle are sold except to slaughter; only beef crosses are marketed when they reach approximately 600-700 lb; received regular shipments of bred heifers from out-of-state. After quarantine: adult cattle allowed to move direct to slaughter on a VS 1-27; beef cross calves allowed to move to approved feed yards in TX on a VS 1-27; still receiving some bred heifers from out-of-state. A whole-herd test was performed on all cattle 2 months of age and older at all 3 locations during the first week of August. A total of 16,174 cattle injected with a total of 267 CFT responders. Of these CFT responders, a total of 52 were gamma positive. Ultimately had 1 animal confirmed at the index farm (in addition to the index animal), 8 animals confirmed at the second farm, and no animals confirmed at the third farm. Additional animal that was confirmed at the index farm is NOT the same strain as the index animal or the other 8 cows at the second farm. Still waiting to schedule the second whole-herd test. 
NM Slaughter Trace (no special ID assigned yet) – Initial notification received from NVSL on 10/8/25 of an adult cow found at slaughter with multiple lesions that were histo compatible. PCR confirmation was received 10/10/25 and quarantine was placed the same day. Only one premises involved. Initial site visit with producer, veterinarian, and livestock inspector was held 10/13/25. Day-old calves and older beef crosses calves are currently being allowed to move to approved facilities in Texas on a VS 1-27. Prior to quarantine, lactating cattle shipped from this herd to a dairy in TX, but this movement has ceased. Need to schedule a whole-herd test, but we are waiting to get further guidance on the indemnity process.

Ohio
Kristy Shaw, Ohio Assistant State Veterinarian
Ohio was notified in May 2025 about a large tuberculosis trace-out investigation from Texas. 45 exposed animals were identified that moved within 60 months prior to confirmed detection from the affected herd in Texas to a Dairy in Ohio.  
Of those 45 exposed animals, only 8 were still alive on the farm in June when activities began in Ohio.  Those 8 exposed animals were quarantined, CFT tested (all negative), removed from the herd on 6/27/25, and slaughtered at a USDA FSIS-inspected facility. No lesions were found on post-mortem examination of those animals.
The farm in Ohio was actually part of a 3 premises “system” that included two dairies and a dry cow lot which animals frequently moved between. In conducting a whole herd test during the month of September, all three sites were visited for injection and read of animals at the respective premises. The ODA worked in coordination with our Ohio USDA colleagues to conduct the whole herd test to make sure the process went as smoothly as possible without interrupting “normal” milking operations of the respective dairies. Across all the premises there were 4122 animals injected, 105 suspects, and 2 gamma positives. Those 2 gamma positives were euthanized and necropsied on 10/1/25 and Ohio is awaiting culture results. Currently, there are no restrictions on the OH dairy.

South Dakota
Mendel Miller, South Dakota Assistant State Veterinarian 

South Dakota has been involved with two bovine TB investigations in the past year. One small beef herd in Eastern SD was found to be affected. In addition, multiple dairies in the state were epidemiologically linked to the TB affected dairy herds in Texas. An update on these investigations was provided.

Michigan
Shannon Cerveny DVM, Dipl. ACZM, Assistant State Veterinarian and TB Program Coordinator
An update on Michigan TB affected herds and traces was provided.

Hawaii 


Isaac Maeda, Hawaii State Veterinarian
An update on Hawaii TB affected herds and traces was provided.

Committee Business: 

Introduction of Farmed Cervidae Committee Resolution;  Travis Lowe, NAEBA
Introduction of Sheep and Goat Committee Resolution; Dr. Roselle Busch, UC-Davis
Meeting
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OFFICE OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS EXTENSION

Economic Impacts of Trich in the Cattle Herd

David P. Anderson
Professor and Extension Economist
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service

® Economic losses in the cow herd come from the reduced number of calves born
and lighter calves (fewer pounds sold) due to a more inconsistent calving
season.

* USDA’s 2025 data for the Texas cattle inventory indicates 4.075 million beef
cows and 320,000 bulls. That is 13 cows per bull, on average, across the state.

 An 84 percent calf crop is assumed in non-infected herds. Chronically irfected
herds are assumed to have a 73 percent calf crop. Infected herds produce 22
fewer pounds per calf, on average, due to later-born calves.

* Aninfection rate of 4.4 percent of all bulls is assumed based on recent
slaughterhouse surveillance (Hairgrove, et al., 2025).

o The incidence of trich at this rate is estimated to reduce the number of calves
produced in Texas by 20,134 head annually. At a value of $366 per cwt in 2025
for 550-pound calves, that equals $40.5 million in lost calf production

» Atrich infected herd results in an extended calving season. This results in fewer
pounds of calves being produced from those sold. The lost value of pounds due
to the extended calving season is estimated to be an additional $13.1 million.

o The total lost value of calves due to trich infection is an estimated $53.7 million.

« New research at other universities indicates that actual infection rates may be
double the 4.4 percent infection rate assumed based on raising the CT cutoff
value from 35 to 37. If that is the case, the losses due to trich would be an
estimated $107.3 million.
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