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[bookmark: _Hlk494378048]The Committee met during the 2025 USAHA Annual Meeting. The in-person session was held November 4, 2025 from 1:05 pm CST to 3:05 pm with 92 participants attending in person.  There was not a virtual option.  Travis Lowe started the meeting by introducing himself and reminding members to sign the roster. He also reminded the audience that anyone can participate but only members can bring forth resolutions, motions, and vote.  Travis Lowe introduced his Vice Chair, Dr. Shelly Chavis, with the Indiana State Board of Animal Health. Next, he referenced the Committee on Farmed Cervidae Mission Statement which was visible on the room screens.

COMMITTEE ON FARMED CERVIDAE Mission Statement
The purpose of the Committee on Farmed Cervidae is:
· To represent the interests of farmed Cervidae as related to animal health.
· To assist in the development of sound policies and regulations governing farmed Cervidae based on scientifically valid principles and methods.
· To provide information and expertise, so appropriate decisions can be made regarding the health of domestic livestock and wildlife that also consider the needs of farmed Cervidae.
· To provide information and assist in the development of sound policies governing the intrastate, interstate, and international movement of farmed Cervidae, their germ plasm and other biomaterials.
· To assist in the identification, management and educational outreach associated with disease and welfare issues affecting farmed Cervidae.
· To encourage and support research and development to maintain the health and welfare of farmed Cervidae.

Four presentations were given during the November 4, 2025 meeting.  The following presentation summaries were given starting in order at number one:

1. Dr. Beth Carlson, Deputy State Veterinarian North Dakota Department of Agriculture
a. TB Subcommittee Report
The scientific committee reported a new lateral flow assay being developed for tuberculosis testing. USDA APHIS did an update focusing on states affected by TB, especially a Texas dairy. The DPP testing shortages were mentioned and the fact that comparable assays are being developed that could be useful during shortages of the DPP. A resolution titled “Acceptance of the Dual Path Platform (DPP) Test for Tuberculosis in Exported Cervids” was mentioned but no action was taken.

2. Dr. Rosemary Sifford, USDA APHIS Deputy Administrator, Veterinary Services and Chief Veterinary Officer and Dr. Tracy Nichols, USDA APHIS Veterinary Services, Cervid Health Program
a. USDA APHIS Cervid Health Update
This presentation provided FY 2025 updates for CWD and TB from USDA APHIS. Progress on the revised CWD Program Standards was discussed, and a timeline was provided for the next steps. 

3. Dr. Amanda Price, Utah State Veterinarian, Utah State Department of Agriculture & Food
a. Elk CWD Ante-Mortem Animal Testing Update
This presentation discusses live animal testing efforts for CWD in captive elk herds in Utah.  The Utah Department of Agriculture and Food received funding to conduct live animal testing including rectal biopsies, blood, and DNA on 72 elk on infected farms. The goals of this project were to identify prevalence on infected facilities, develop management plans for infected facilities, and use live animal testing for surveillance on facilities that did not meet state requirements for testing.

4. Dr. Gary Pusateri, CEO of Dream Genomics, Inc.
a. CWD Blood Test Update
A follow-up to Dream Genomics presentation in 2024 at USAHA and the progress in the use of gene expression technology for the development of a sensitive, early diagnostic for CWD in blood from live deer. Dream Genomics received cooperative agreement money from USDA for 2025 to further their testing.

New Business:

[bookmark: _Hlk213172917]Resolution #1 The first resolution “Acceptance of the Dual Path Platform (DPP) Test for Tuberculosis in Exported Cervids” was presented by Mark Luedtke. The resolution states the United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) urges the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) and USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to negotiate and agree on amending Canada’s importation protocol to recognize the Dual Path Platform (DPP) tuberculosis test as an approved option for meeting TB testing and herd accreditation requirements for live farmed cervids and frozen cervine semen exported from the United States to Canada.

A motion was made by Paul Anderson to adopt the resolution.  Shawn Schafer seconded the motion. The motion carried on voice vote without opposition.

Resolution #2 A second resolution “Use of Antemortem Testing as a Risk Assessment Tool in Cervid CWD Trace-Forward Investigations” was brought forward by Dr. Amanda Price. The resolution states the United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) urges state animal health officials and state wildlife officials to consider the appropriate, responsible use of antemortem sampling, such as RAMALT biopsies, as a herd-level risk assessment tool for captive cervids in trace-forward or trace-back herds identified through CWD epidemiological investigations. Such sampling should be used to support science-based decision making and may help avoid unnecessary herd depopulations and long-term business interruptions while maintaining animal health safeguards.

A motion was made by Shawn Schafer to adopt the resolution. It was seconded by Mark Luedtke. After discussion a vote was taken.  The motion carried by a vote of 21-6.

Resolution #3 The third resolution “Collection of Research Samples from Cervids Harvested Under CWD Herd Plans’ was presented by Dr. Amanda Price. The resolution states he United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) requests that the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) work with CWD researchers and state agencies to develop an accessible electronic database that includes a list of current research projects, sample types needed for those projects, and individuals trained to collect those samples.
Be it further resolved that USAHA requests that USDA APHIS create a bank to store tissue and environmental samples for future research from farmed Cervidae depopulated or harvested under an official herd plan or USDA funded cooperative agreement. This tissue bank shall be accessible to all researchers conducting legitimate CWD research.
Be it further resolved that USAHA requests that USDA APHIS provide specific guidance and sampling protocols to state agencies for blood, RAMALT biopsies, lymphoid tissues, DNA, and environmental samples from farmed cervids depopulated or harvested under an official herd plan or USDA cooperative agreement.
Be it further resolved that USAHA urges state agencies to collect research and genetic screening samples from farmed cervids harvested as part of an official herd plan or USDA funded cooperative agreement and coordinate with USDA to provide those samples to researchers or the USDA tissue bank. 
USAHA further encourages coordination between USDA, state agencies, research institutions, diagnostic laboratories, cervid industry foundations, and outside stakeholders to ensure any collected samples are utilized to advance CWD research, surveillance, and disease management tools with possible funding and resource support. 
Shawn Schafer made a motion to approve the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Laurie Seale. 

After discussion, Dr. Maggie Baldwin made a motion to amend the resolution. Dr. Hamberg seconded the motion. After a short discussion, a vote was called and the motion carried to amend the resolution. 

A second motion was made to amend the resolution by Dr. Tahnee Szymanski. Dr. Baldwin seconded the motion. After discussion, the motion carried to amend the resolution a second time. 

A final vote was called to adopt the resolution, as amended, and the motion carried by a vote of 22-8.

 
Resolution #4 The third resolution “Interstate Movement of Farmed Cervidae” was presented by Gary Olson. The resolution states the United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) requests State Animal Health Officials consider a more flexible, scientific, and a risk assessment approach to the interstate movement of farmed cervids to ranches located especially in areas considered endemic, or restricted, from import/export, for CWD. Specifically, USAHA requests state animal health officials change policies and regulations to allow the movement of cervids from certified herds to areas with similar CWD endemic status. USAHA recommends state animal health officials use risk assessments on each importing farm and also consider the genetic resistance of animals asking to be moved into their state.

Mark Luedtke made a motion to adopt the resolution. Paul Anderson seconded the motion. 

After discussion, a vote was called and the motion failed by a vote of 8-26.	

The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 pm. 
