COMMITTEE ON Animal Welfare
Chair: Dr. Liz Cox
Vice Chair: Dr. Ben Wileman

[USAHA Staff will enter your committee roster]

The Committee met during the 2023 Annual Meeting in National Harbor, MD on October 17. There were [X] members and [X] guests in attendance. 

Meeting Agenda
	Time
	Topic/Title
	Presenter(s)

	3:20-3:50
	Elastic Heart: Lessons Learned from Dairy Cattle Emergency Response 
	Dr. Barb Petersen 

	3:50-4:20
	US Poultry and Egg Depopulation Survey Results 
	Dr. Denise Heard

	4:20-4:50
	Revisions Process for AVMA Guidelines 
	Dr. Cia Johnson

	4:50-5:15
	2022 Resolution 7/35 discussion 
	Drs. Cox/Wileman 

	
	2020 Resolution 1/10/18 discussion 
	Drs. Cox/Wileman 





Presentations & Reports (Example)

Elastic Heart: Lessons Learned from Dairy Cattle Emergency Response
Dr. Barb Petersen, DVM
	Sunrise Veterinary Services, owner
	Presented on her personal experience responding to three different emergencies where euthanasia/depopulation of adult and young cattle was required in response.  Dr. Petersen shared her experiences responding to two weather events (calf ranch and dairy) and barn fire at a dairy.  Each event had its own set of circumstances that led to the use of euthanasia of animals, gunshot, because the event injured animals and to relieve animal suffering the animals were killed.  She gave examples of lessons learned such as the importance of communication, needing a plan ahead of time, triage, minimizing interpersonal conflict, empowering and supporting those responding and recognizing that there will be a human impact after a severe event where animals die or have to be killed to relive suffering.  She touched on the concerns of human safety, triage of human safety before relief of animal suffering and recognizing that no battle plan survives first impact. But we still need to have a plan and practice that plan.  Fire drills are needed for people and for the animals. 

US Poultry and Egg Depopulation Survey Results
Dr. Denise Heard, DVM, MAM, ACPV
	Vice President of Research Programs at US Poultry
	Presented the US Poultry Depopulation Survey results from 2023.  Summarized the findings from a survey sent to animal health professionals and producers to collect information from poultry depopulations performed in 2020-2022. Brief summary of some of findings presented: 90% of the birds were depopulated due to disease outbreak response, foam was the most common method used followed by CO2 chambers, VSD plus heat and cervical dislocation.  Full copy of their report was provided to AVMA and is available upon request from US Poultry. 

Revisions Process for AVMA Guidelines
Dr. Cia Johnson, DVM
	Director Animal Welfare, AVMA
	AVMA has created three guidance documents centered around the topic of end of life; 1) Humane Slaughter, 2) Euthanasia, 3) Depopulation.  These are required to be updated at a minimum every 10 years, but AVMA has been reviewing and updating guidelines more frequently around every 5 years.  First Guidelines for Depopulation published in 2019 and AVMA working group is currently working on revisions to these guidelines.  Estimate revisions available for public comment in early 2024 and then final updated guidelines in early 2025. Dr. Johnson emphasized that all three of these guideline publications are “living documents” and in addition to the formal updated versions that have been coming out every 5 years, the work groups who develop these guidance documents are always available to hear comments from AVMA members and state health officials.  Submit a comment with the evidence and research which supports the comment and this will be shared with the working group assigned to that specific set of guidelines. 



Committee Business: 
Presented and opened for discussion 2022 Resolution 7/35 and there were no comments or discussion.  Presented and opened for discussion 2020 Resolution 1/10/18 and there were no comments or discussion.
No new resolutions proposed. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:10pm 





 
