COMMITTEE ON Animal Emergency management
Chair: Cheryl Eia
Vice Chair: Sarah Bailey

[USAHA Staff will enter your committee roster]

The Committee met during the 2025 Annual Meeting in Aurora, Colorado on November 3. Meeting began at 3:15 pm. There were approximately 36 members and 50 guests in attendance. According to headcounts taken during the meeting, there were 96 people present for the business meeting and approximately 144 people present during the presentations. 

Committee Business:

The Committee reviewed and discussed resolutions from 2023 and 2024 and interim or final response regarding those resolutions. 


2023 Resolution Number 16  Foot-and-Mouth Disease Vaccine Distribution – National Veterinary Stockpile Partnership with an Independent Vaccine Distribution Company
An interim response was received in 2024 and discussion was tabled at the 2024 meeting to be discussed later in 2025. Discussion: Explanation of state plan and identified distribution system; each state will currently have to contract for vaccination distribution logistics and develop a plan. Resolution remains tabled awaiting status update from USDA.  
	
2024 Resolution Number 10 Increased Funding for Research and Operations at the Unites States Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Services National Animal Disease Center
This is a funding request for ARS funding for research which was sent to Congress. No response was received.  Membership did not provide any feedback or discussion on this resolution.

2024 Resolution Number 16 Emergency Management Compacts for Agriculture
We need USDA to provide names of people in the positions identified in the resolution. With staffing changes there are no currently identified participants. This resolution is a front door approach to USDA; Back door approach is through National Alliance of State Animal and Agriculture Emergency Programs.(NASAAEP works on the natural disaster side with emphasis on NGOs). Recommend USAHA and NASAAEP work together from both the disaster response and disease response perspectives and include public.  Entertain the idea to host a joint meeting.

2024 Resolution Number 17 Secure Food Supply Plans: Management and Updates
2024 #17 Secure Food Supply Plans management of plans and updates, reviews.  Membership did not provide any feedback or discussion on this resolution.

No new business was introduced at the meeting.

Presentations & Reports

There were two presentations during the Annual Meeting.
Introduction to Using Nitrogen for Whole House Gassing for a Depopulation Method for Floor-Raised Poultry and Laying Hens
Ms. Lucia Hunt, Director, Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response Minnesota Department of Agriculture
Summary
This presentation provides a high-level overview of the nitrogen whole house gassing method, a project made possible through NADPRP funding.  It covers the background of this depopulation method and why we think it is a promising addition to the methods currently available.  The components of each trial, including procuring liquid nitrogen, sealing the barn, and data collection will be detailed.    Our project is its first phases so complete data results aren’t available to report at this time. 

Planning and Preparing for New World Screwworm: Texas’ multi-agency collaboration approach

Dr. T.R. Lansford III, Deputy Executive Director and Assistant State Veterinarian, Texas Animal Health Commission and Ms. Holli Tietjen-Hale, Director of Emergency Management, Texas Animal Health Commission
Summary 
Over a year ago, the northward movement of New World Screwworm (NWS) in Central America piqued the interest of TAHC leadership. Following discussions with government and industry partners, TAHC recognized the importance of proactive planning for a potential NWS incursion. The threat was significant enough to warrant taking the first steps toward preparedness. Now, TAHC is confident that initiating this process early was the right decision. This presentation will outline our current status in the planning and preparedness process, steps taken to accomplish this tasking, emphasize the importance of collaboration with various partners as a critical component, and review how these efforts are creating a comprehensive and evolving strategy to ensure Texas—and potentially the broader U.S.—is ready to respond effectively to an NWS incursion.


The Committee meeting was adjourned at 5:13 pm.


 
