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The Committee met on October 16, 2023, at the 127th annual meeting in National Harbor, Maryland. The meeting was called to order at 10:15 am ET. A headcount determined 108 individuals were present in the meeting room. Discussion regarding the previous year’s resolution was conducted via email correspondence ahead of the meeting. One proposed resolution was also sent electronically to committee members ahead of time for consideration. This meeting marked the end of Dr. Maria Cooper’s five-year term as Co-Chair of the committee representing USAHA. A call for nominations or suggestions of individuals to be considered by the USAHA executive committee to fill the open role was made via email ahead of the meeting and from the podium in Maryland. Several potential candidate names were brought forth after the meeting adjourned.

Presentations and Reports:

National List of Reportable Animal Diseases (NLRAD) Update
Oriana Beemer, DVM, MS, Surveillance Design and Analysis Unit; Center for Epidemiology and Animal Health; Strategy and Policy; Veterinary Services (VS); Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS); United States Department of Agriculture

In 2020, USDA published in the Federal Register a proposed rule to amend the animal disease regulations to provide for a national list of reportable animal diseases (NLRAD), as well as disease reporting requirements for animal health professionals identifying or suspecting NLRAD-listed diseases or conditions. The initial proposed rule would have required animal health professionals to immediately report suspect or animal disease incidents classified as notifiable to both State and Federal officials. Commenters raised confidentiality concerns that disease information reported to States could not be protected. Consequently, APHIS has updated its proposed rule removing the State notification requirement and re-issued a revised proposed rule. The comment period was re-opened on August 28, 2023, and all comments received on or before September 27, 2023, are being considered. 

USDA Swine Hemorrhagic Fevers Integrated Surveillance Plan Evaluation 2020-2023
Oriana Beemer, DVM, MS, Surveillance Design and Analysis Unit; Center for Epidemiology and Animal Health; Strategy and Policy; Veterinary Services; Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service; United States Department of Agriculture

The performance of the USDA Swine Hemorrhagic Fevers Integrated Surveillance Plan in the conterminous U.S. was evaluated using an internationally recognized framework for surveillance system design and evaluation. The evaluation demonstrated that surveillance for African Swine Fever and Classical Swine Fever has significantly expanded in the past 3 years and the system continues to meet its objectives by consistently targeting at-risk swine populations across the U.S. The evaluation also identified opportunities to enhance surveillance and improve system performance. The results of the evaluation will inform future updates to national surveillance plans.

The Need for Data Messaging Standards - Let’s Stop Talking and Start Doing
Brian McCluskey, DVM, MS, PhD, Director of Business Development, Trace First 
Michael McGrath, Co-founder and Director, Trace First

According to the National Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN) program office, their messaging priorities for 2019 included: continuing to expand the number of labs with the capability to message, expanding messaging to include scrapie and antimicrobial resistance (AMR) data, supporting implementation of NLRAD, integrating with other VS systems, and enhancing the utility of messaging standards.  Even now in 2023, these priorities have yet to be fully met. Examples of standard messages that have been successfully developed by other teams include those for electronic certificates of veterinary inspection, for the transfer of AMR data from laboratories participating in the Veterinary Services AMR pilot surveillance program to the NAHLN program office, and, of course, the NAHLN messaging that occurs for diagnostic testing support by the NAHLN. All of these standards are publicly available. There are many other types of messaging that would benefit greatly from standard messages. What is needed is to develop a process to establish messaging standards by leveraging the expertise and knowledge of the diagnostic laboratory and veterinary informatics community. Gathering of requirements from key stakeholders, structured and transparent review and decision-making, detailed documentation of the standards, and professional supervision of the versioning and release process will be key objectives. Dr. McCluskey and Mr. McGrath recommend the development of a framework that will result in the establishment of message standards to include periodic updates as deemed necessary. Robust conversation by numerous attendees proceeded this presentation, largely reinforcing the need for standard messaging. 

A Data-Driven, Online Dashboard of Animal Population and Veterinary Workforce Estimates in Appalachian States
Dr. Matthew Kolp, PhD, Assistant Professor, College of Veterinary Medicine, Lincoln Memorial University 

The shortage of rural and food animal veterinarians negatively impacts both animal and human health. Rural Appalachia, a socioeconomically depressed region, faces more challenges than other rural areas including lower education, employment, and income. Food security and the economy within Appalachia depend on livestock health and productivity. In addition, half of the states in the U.S. that had shortages of companion animal veterinarians were in Appalachia. Producing valid and specific veterinary workforce estimates allows stakeholders to identify shortage areas and subsequently use estimates to develop policy, e.g., for shortage area nominations as part of the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program, disease surveillance plans, as well as disaster response and management plans. Previous workforce analyses and reports provide useful data, but the results were not reproducible, transparent, and do not account for regional differences. Therefore, Dr. Kolp et al. has created a data-driven, online dashboard that quantifies veterinary full time equivalent (FTE) needs across 13 Appalachian states that is fully transparent and reproducible. Version 1.0 of the Veterinary Workforce Dashboard of Appalachia features an interactive map of the Appalachian states, offering users several options including: (i) views of animal population and veterinary workforce estimates by state, Appalachian Region, or by specific counties; (ii) views of species-specific estimates; and (iii) FTE calculations by filtering through an interactive legend. Another view of the tool allows users to assess hypothetical scenarios of animal population and veterinary workforce changes to understand impact on workforce equity metrics at various geographic levels. Users can calculate estimates for individual counties or groups of counties to make comparisons and adjust. Information and glossary pages provide the underlying formulas for how model inputs and outputs are generated, definitions of key terms, model assumptions, and data sources. Additional features will continue to be added based on user-guided feedback. Preliminary results from the dashboard and underlying models identified 7 of 13 states having a deficit of companion animal veterinarians. No statewide shortage of large animal veterinarians was identified, yet within states, individual counties clearly had large animal veterinary workforce deficits. Tennessee, as an example, had 53 of 95 counties with large animal veterinarian shortages, ranging from 0.1 to 2.64 FTE (with five counties missing data). While estimates of animal and veterinarian populations are based on several data sources, Dr. Kolp et al. also plan to validate their workforce data and models with ground-truthing surveys, interviews with experts, and new data sources. In response to the validation results, they will update the inputs and outputs of the dashboard to refine estimates. In the future, they will also create video tutorials to help users navigate the dashboard to maximize functionality, as well as develop an analytical pipeline for the dashboard that ensures data confidentiality and user satisfaction. Upon conclusion of this presentation, numerous attendees commented on the potential utilization of a dashboard in their home state/region and asked specific questions relative to development and use. 

Information Technology Standards Subcommittee Update: ECVI and Emergency Permit Data Standards Working Groups
Ryan Scholz, DVM, MPH, Oregon State Veterinarian

Dr. Scholz provided updates on the eCVI Data Standards Working Group and Emergency Permit Data Standards Working Group, respectively, each of which falls under the Information Technology Standards Subcommittee. Dr. Scholz discussed the current eCVI data standards and several updates that will accompany the release of version 3.0. A pre-release of this version will be available following the annual meeting, and the update will be officially effective January 1, 2024. The new version adds an additional international AIN (animal identification number) tag type and an international phone element. It also enhances validation for phone numbers, expands product types to match those listed in the Secure Food Supply Plans, creates standardized disease and test lists, removes the deprecated BOV species type, makes phone type optional, and includes version number in the XML. Finally, the new version provides generic standards for movements and sightings alongside the eCVI element. The potential implementation of these new generic standards could be far-reaching. Dr. Scholz then presented on the status of the Permit Data Standards Working Group. The working group was established under the Information Technology Standards Subcommittee in 2021 with the goal to develop, or adapt existing, standards for information interchange by systems and services. Specifically, the charge was to define the minimum information standards associated with animal and commodity movements within and between states during a disease emergency where a permit is needed. The group included federal, state, academic, and industry representatives and met numerous times over the past two years. The team leveraged the work and processes established by the eCVI Data Standards Working Group to develop a standard that reduces the necessity for duplicate data entry and customized extract/transform/load programs for different animal health database systems. As a result, the working group created a common data format for exchanging information contained in electronic emergency movement permits among dissimilar information systems, setting a standard for the electronic exchange of minimal information related to the movement of animals and commodities across state lines. A resolution encouraging USDA to accept and implement this proposed version 1.0 was submitted to this committee for consideration prior to the annual meeting. 

Committee Business:

Leaders and facilitators from the Information Technology Standards Subcommittee electronically submitted a proposed resolution to our committee members prior to the meeting in Maryland. The resolution requests the USDA to adopt the minimal data standards for emergency permit data exchange contained in version 1.0 developed by the Emergency Permit Data Standards Working Group, and to implement the standard in USDA’s Emergency Management Response System. The resolution verbiage was projected during the meeting for all attendees to review. A motion was made by Dr. Sara McReynolds of Kansas and seconded by Dr. Diane Kitchen of Florida to accept the resolution as written. Co-chair Dr. Cooper called for discussion, comments, and questions related to the motion and proposed resolution which resulted in silence. Dr. Cooper proceeded with a voice vote, and the resolution passed unanimously. There was no further business, and the meeting was adjourned at 12:14 pm ET. 

