USAHA/AAVLD Committee on Animal Health Surveillance and Information Systems
Co-Chair: Brian McCluskey, CO (USAHA)
Co-Chair: Leticia Linhares, IA (AAVLD)

[bookmark: _Hlk494378048]The Committee met in person at the 2025 annual meeting in Denver, CO. Committee members met in person in Denver on Monday, November 3rd, commencing at 10:00 am MST. An initial headcount determined that 115 individuals were present in the meeting room and standing at the access door. The meeting was adjourned at 12:03 pm MST. Attendance was taken online through the QR code sign. No discussion was warranted on previous resolutions. One proposed resolution was sent electronically to committee members in advance for consideration and discussion at the in-person gathering. No resolutions were brought forward from the floor. 

Presentations and Reports:

Equine disease surveillance
[bookmark: _Hlk212975413]Angela Pelzel-McCluskey, DVM, MS, USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services

Dr. Angela Pelzel-McCluskey provided an overview of the equine regulatory diseases and their associated surveillance streams in which detailed data management and information sharing are routinely employed beyond that which is captured through USDA’s National Animal Health Reporting System (NAHRS).  The Equine Disease Communication Center (EDCC), a joint industry-state-federal initiative launched in 2015, serves as a public-facing online platform providing equine infectious disease alerts which have been diagnostically confirmed and approved for information release by state animal health officials (www.equinediseasecc.org ). The Equine Arbovirus Dashboard (https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/equine/arbovirus-dashboard) is a recently deployed online tool publicly available on the USDA-APHIS website which provides up-to-date information on confirmed cases of Eastern equine encephalitis and West Nile virus in horses in an interactive and searchable format.
One of the highest volume animal disease surveillance streams in the world, equine infectious anemia (EIA) active testing the U.S. averages approximately 1.3 million tests per year.  Conducted by nearly 400 EIA-approved laboratories, monthly summary testing data flows directly from laboratories to USDA-APHIS’s Data Integration Services (DIS) platform where it is readily accessible by state and federal animal health officials.  Innovations to the data entry pathway in 2025 have improved data quality and validation by allowing laboratories the option of direct data entry into DIS via secure weblink unique to the lab and accessible without previously cumbersome eAuthentication steps.  A publicly available online EIA Dashboard is planned in the future to replace posted annual reports and provide an interactive and searchable platform for EIA data similar to that currently provided by the Equine Arbovirus Dashboard.  Descriptions of data currently available via annual reports (EIA and equine piroplasmosis) and recent outbreak situation reports (vesicular stomatitis, contagious equine metritis) are also covered in the presentation.  Finally, an overview of a broad-based equine health data platform under development in DIS for internal USDA-APHIS users is provided along with a description of intended use and future capabilities for more robust equine disease reporting.

CDFA’s Dairy H5N1 Surveillance Lessons Learned
Nicki Humphrey, DVM, California Department of Food and Agriculture

[bookmark: _Hlk212976622]Dr. Nicki Humphrey outlined that on August 30, 2024, H5N1 was confirmed in a California dairy, initiating the need for a milk surveillance program. California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) Animal Health Branch (AHB) utilized Microsoft Excel, Emergency Management Response System (EMRS), and California’s state database, Emerging Threats (ET), to validate dairy business names and addresses and capture surveillance data. The method of collecting milk surveillance samples shifted as the outbreak expanded, beginning with providing producers with sample kits and having them submit samples direct from the dairy to the laboratory. CDFA realized challenges with producers submitting samples and within the first few months shifted to utilizing the state or county milk inspectors to collect samples within 10-20 km surveillance zones around H5N1 positive dairies. As the outbreak expanded further it became evident that statewide surveillance would be necessary at a frequency and volume that could not be managed by the milk inspectors. CDFA, in partnership with dairy creameries and their laboratories, shifted to utilizing bulk tank samples collected by creameries at the time of milk pickup on dairies. Throughout the incident, CDFA has tracked the results in an excel spreadsheet that is used by the Results Coordinator to contact dairy producers via email or phone with their individual results. 
CDFA epidemiologists utilized data generated from surveillance samples to develop more robust case definitions for negative, redected and requarantined herd status that were then acted upon with placing or removing movement controls. Surveillance data was also utilized to inform poultry producers when the virus had been detected near their operations. Through the process of collecting and evaluating surveillance samples CDFA has learned finding ways to automate processes helps enhance surveillance and efficiently utilize resources. CDFA in collaboration with NAHLN laboratories continues to explore ways to automate surveillance sampling and hopes to eventually have a producer portal for ease of accessing results.

Avian metapneumovirus surveillance conducted during outbreaks
Ben Wileman, PhD, Director of Veterinary Services of Select Genetics

This presentation utilized the recent Avian Metapneumovirus (AMPV) outbreak as a case study to analyze areas for improvement in monitoring systems for future emerging disease situations. The speaker highlighted the unique diagnostic challenges encountered during the early phase of the outbreak and discussed strategies to enhance preparedness for future diseases. The session examined ongoing case identification efforts, which were complicated by a litany of concurrent infections across various poultry species, and explored the implications for real-time case identification and the development of simple case definitions. Additionally, the presentation addressed the challenges of tracking AMPV cases at local, state, and national levels and considered how these tracking efforts influence control strategies and regulatory responses.

PRRSV surveillance
Daniel Linhares, DVM, MBA, PhD, Professor & Director of Graduate Education, Iowa State University

Dr. Linhares highlighted the Porcine Outbreak Management Program (POMP) as a structured, field-epidemiology surveillance system that standardizes the capture, interpretation, and benchmarking of outbreak data for PRRSV events across U.S. swine producers. POMP applies standardized disease classification consistent with American Association of Swine Veterinarians (AASV) guidelines, ensuring consistent case definitions and comparability across systems. Each enrolled herd contributes information on herd features, diagnostic data, and productivity records collected before, during, and after outbreak events. Diagnostic monitoring is powered by AHMES (Animal Health Monitoring and Evaluation System), which compiles weekly PRRSV RT-qPCR results and ORF5 genomic sequencing data. This integration allows investigators to track longitudinal changes in herd disease status, identify variant lineages, and align those findings with management and recovery strategies. 
Aligned with the meeting’s theme, “Lessons Learned from recent surveillance conducted during outbreaks,” we emphasize how the POMP infrastructure transforms raw outbreak data into actionable intelligence that strengthens national animal-health resilience. Core analytical outputs—such as time-to-stability (TTS), time-to-baseline production (TTBP), and total piglet losses (TPL)—provide objective recovery metrics for benchmarking within and between systems. The program also provides benchmarking comparisons within and between producers. These combined surveillance layers—standardized disease classification, continuous molecular and productivity monitoring, and producer-facing analytics—illustrate how structured field epidemiology can enhance early detection, inform intervention effectiveness, and harmonize surveillance data flows across state, industry, and federal partners.

USDA Surveillance Standards Update
[bookmark: _Hlk212976601]Sunny Geiser-Novotny, VMD, MS, Veterinary Medical Officer, USDA APHIS VS Strategy & Policy, Center for Informatics, Fort Collins, CO

Sunny Geiser-Novotny outlined that in FY24, APHIS VS awarded a contract to develop a message that provides a comprehensive, standardized data format for information collected related to animal health regulatory activities. Building on the success of the previous models of message development, VS developed an Animal Health Regulatory Message Schema (AHRMS) in collaboration with the USAHA Committee on Animal Health Surveillance and Information Systems (CAHSIS), State Animal Health Officials and software vendors.  The AHRMS and associated guidance document has been completed. Software vendors participated in the development of the schema and are in varying stages of enabling their systems for the publishing of and subscription to receive messages utilizing AHRMS. 
AHRMS allows testing and vaccination data collected animal side on a mobile device to be messaged near real-time to the systems authorized to receive it – USAHerds/AgEnterprise, CoreOne, private State instances, Surveillance Collaboration Services (SCS). This schema addresses the long standing requests for data sharing with data seamlessly integrated into State and Federal databases upon submission without duplicative data entry into multiple systems in order to access the data; and provides near real time availability of data for animal health officials facilitating timely monitoring and analysis of animal health programs to allow for informed decisions, policy changes, response to ad hoc requests, reporting and risk management.

Committee Business:

Reports from the eCVI and permitting subcommittees were not delivered at the meeting due to the absence of Dr. Ryan Scholz who had been scheduled to deliver those reports.  

There were no resolutions introduced during the 2024 meeting. One resolution for 2025 was discussed titled “Transition to electronic interstate certificates of veterinary inspection.”   Discussion included one submitted amendment by Dr. Scott Leibsle, Idaho State Veterinarian and two amendments proposed in the meeting by Dr. Sarah Tomlinson.  A unanimous vote to accept the resolution by the committee was taken.  
