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What is a High Health Performance Horse?

• WOAH Terrestrial Code Chapter 4.17

• Recognizes the Subpopulation of Horses

• WOAH Standards Framework for the 

subpopulation

• Based on Science



WOAH High Health Status Hore Subpopulation



Recognition of High Health Performance Horse  
Subpopulation



Components of the HHP Horse Framework 

• Identification

• Biosecurity

• Traceability 

• Health 

Monitoring



National vs International Competitions in the U.S.

• International Olympic Disciplines- Jumping, Dressage, Eventing

• International Non-Olympic Disciplines- Driving, Endurance, 

Vaulting, Reining

• National Events Sanctioned By National Governing Bodies 

• United States – United States Equestrian Federation

• International Events - Sanctioned by Federation Equestrian 

Internationale (FEI)

• National and International Events ON the same grounds

• MUST Be Complete Separation of Horses, stabling and 

competition 



Federation Equestrian Internationale 
Regulations

(Does not apply to US National Horses)• Veterinary Regulations- Govern Equestrian Sport at the FEI level

• Only for the FEI level competitions (National Horses must be completely 

separate) 

• Secure enclosed population meeting health requirements for entry 

• Specific Health Standards at home premises (mandatory veterinary oversight)

• Main Requirements for Horses Entering “FEI Event and FEI 

Compound”

• Identification- Microchip verification and Visual Number

• Traceability- Logging in and out of stabling – Credentialed Humans and Horses

• Health Monitoring – Temperature monitoring prior, during and post event



Highlight of Some FEI Biosecurity Requirements

• Microchip and Visual ID

• 24/7 Security, Monitoring and Credentialling

• No sharing of equipment

• No breeding or reproductive examination 

• Mandatory daily temperature recording in Horse App

• Any with a fever is moved to isolation and mandatory EHV-1 testig

• Influenza Vaccination Within 6months of

• Requirements for Stabling- grouping of horses, stall size, C&D requirements



USDA Rules Barriers to International Competition 

• Rules don’t address temporary movements

• CEM Import Testing Or Waiver Quarantine 

• Burdensome, costly and policies not science based

• Thoroughbred exemption for UK, Ireland and France

• 7 day quarantine for VEE and Screwworm

• Horses can only be handwalked for limited time period

• Horses are treated with ivermectin and examined 

• 60 day residency paperwork- Signed by government Official 

• Published research demonstrates low risk of subpopulation



• 424 Riders
• 1001 Horses
• 28 countries 

Why it Matters to US Equine Industry?

US Riders/Horses Compete Internationally



Greya’s Adventures in 2024



United States Hosts International Equine 
Athletes• ~500 FEI International Events in United States (~10% of all FEI events) 

• ~180 Events for the  3 Olympic Disciplines 

• 1* to 5* events (5* highest Level)

• 5* Events- 18 events; 4* Events – 44 Total 

• 2026 – 2028

• Increase in FEI events in USA

• World Cup 2026, Dallas Texas

• Olympic Test Event 2027 

• Olympics- Los Angeles 2028



Equine Industry Ask- 

Support the Resolution 

1. Recognition of the Subpopulation

2. Formation COE Working Group 



Why Now?

• Los Angeles Olympics and Paralympics

• Equestrian Games at Santa Anita Racetrack

• Increase in International Events the next 

three years

• World Cup 2026- Texas

• Olympic Test Event  2027

A Call To Modernize Temporary Import Protocols.mp4


Questions?

Contact Information:

Dr. Katie Flynn

kflynn@usef.org

859-225-6991

mailto:kflynn@usef.org
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