USAHA/AAVLD Committee on Diagnostic Laboratory & Veterinary Workforce Development
2026 USAHA/AAVLD Annual Meeting
Monday, October 19, 2026 | 1:00–3:00 PM | Hall of Ideas | Madison, Wisconsin
Co-Chairs: Joseph F. Annelli, DVM, MS and Melissa Macias Rioseco, DVM, MPVM, PhD, DACVP
DRAFT AGENDA — FOR CO-CHAIR DISCUSSION
	Time
	Agenda Item / Speaker
	Length

	1:00–1:05 PM
	Welcome, Introductions, and Committee Business
Joseph F. Annelli, DVM, MS and Melissa Macias Rioseco, DVM, MPVM, PhD, DACVP, Co-Chairs
Opening remarks and review of the agenda.
	5 min

	1:05–1:20 PM
	Training Veterinary Students and Creating Career Transition Opportunities in Public Veterinary Medicine
Cassidy Rist, DVM, MPH, DACVPM
Director, Center for Public Veterinary Medicine; Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine at Virginia Tech
Update on recent CPVM resources for training veterinary students and supporting career-transition opportunities.
	15 min

	1:20–1:35 PM
	The Need for Government Employees to Have Personal Liability Protection
Eric Impraim, FEDS Protection
Professional and personal liability risks facing government veterinarians and other professionals and the role of personal liability protection.
	15 min

	1:35–1:50 PM
	How Hosting Fellows and Interns Drives the Workforce, Increases Laboratory Capacity, and Enhances Laboratory Capability
Ashley Smith, Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL)
Public Health Laboratory Science Fellowship and Internship Programs and their workforce and laboratory-capacity benefits.
	15 min

	1:50–2:05 PM
	Regional Veterinary Workforce Development to Enhance Early Recognition of Newly-Detected, Re-Emerging, and Foreign Animal Diseases: Transboundary, Regional, Emerging and Novel Disease (TREND) Rounds
Taylor Chan, DVM, DACVP
Staff Pathologist, Wildlife Futures Program
PADLS New Bolton Center, University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine
TREND Rounds is a regional veterinary workforce-development initiative designed to strengthen early recognition and response to newly detected, re-emerging, and foreign animal diseases by connecting veterinary diagnostic laboratory trainees and early-career professionals with diagnosticians, practicing veterinarians, and state and federal animal-health partners. Since 2023, TREND Rounds has engaged more than 180 laboratory trainees and professionals from 17 states and 31 institutions through virtual case rounds, regional disease discussions, and training on high-consequence diseases including HPAI, chronic wasting disease, African swine fever, and classical swine fever. The project aims to expand participation, develop in-person training and consultation networks, improve communication among laboratories and animal-health partners, and strengthen the NAHLN workforce and its capacity for surveillance and rapid disease response.
	15 min

	2:05–2:25 PM
	Integrated Veterinary Data Platform (IVDP): Using Operational Data to Measure Workforce Requirements and Capacity
Leah Trap, DVM, President, National Association of Federal Veterinarians (NAFV)
Using integrated veterinary operational data to reduce administrative burden and support evidence-based workforce capacity planning.
	20 min

	2:25–2:45 PM
	One Year Later: Implementation Progress of USDA's Rural Veterinary Action Plan
Speaker TBD — USDA preferred; AVMA alternative
Implementation status, measurable progress, remaining priorities and barriers, and federal veterinary recruitment and retention.
	20 min

	2:45–3:00 PM
	Committee Discussion and Consideration of Resolutions
Co-Chairs and Committee Members
Discussion of recommendations and proposed resolutions, including the draft RVAP implementation and federal veterinary workforce resolution.
	15 min


Scheduling note: This working agenda now fits the official two-hour committee period exactly: 5 minutes for welcome, four 15-minute presentations, two 20-minute presentations, and 15 minutes for committee discussion and consideration of resolutions.
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