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[bookmark: _Hlk494378048]  The Committee met during the 2026 USAHA Annual Meeting in Madison, WI on October 20. There were 117 total members and guests in attendance. Dr. Amanda Price started the meeting by introducing herself as the acting chair for Travis Lowe and reminding members to sign the roster. She also reminded the audience that anyone can participate but only members can bring forth resolutions, motions, and vote. She notified those in attendance that recording of any portion of the meeting was not allowed. Dr. Amanda Price introduced the Vice Chair, Dr. Shelly Chavis. Next, she referenced the Committee on Farmed Cervidae Mission Statement which was visible on the room screen.

COMMITTEE ON FARMED CERVIDAE Mission Statement
The purpose of the Committee on Farmed Cervidae is:
· To represent the interests of farmed Cervidae as related to animal health.
· To assist in the development of sound policies and regulations governing farmed Cervidae based on scientifically valid principles and methods.
· To provide information and expertise, so appropriate decisions can be made regarding the health of domestic livestock and wildlife that also consider the needs of farmed Cervidae.
· To provide information and assist in the development of sound policies governing the intrastate, interstate, and international movement of farmed Cervidae, their germ plasm and other biomaterials.
· To assist in the identification, management and educational outreach associated with disease and welfare issues affecting farmed Cervidae.
· To encourage and support research and development to maintain the health and welfare of farmed Cervidae.

Presentations and Reports
Five presentations were given during the meeting.  The following presentation summaries were given starting in order at number one:

1. Dr. Beth Carlson, Deputy State Veterinarian- North Dakota Department of Agriculture
a. TB Subcommittee Report
Dr. Carlson briefly summarized the TB subcommittee report. Full subcommittee report is located under the addendum. A motion was made to accept the TB Subcommittee Report by Shawn Schaefer and then seconded. Motion passed.

2. Dr. Diane Sutton, Assistant Director Ruminant Health Center-Veterinary Services-USDA-APHIS
a. USDA APHIS Cervid Health Update
FY 2026 CWD Cooperative Agreements: In FY 2026 there was approximately $12 million, split between WS and VS, to fund CWD research and management activities. APHIS VS plans to fund 38 proposals covering a range of projects such as data and CWD HCP management, herd indemnity, identification, predictive genetics testing, CWD diagnostic development and optimization, and CWD decontamination. 
CWD Program Standards Revisions
APHIS VS revisions of the CWD Program Standards have been completed and are going through the internal process required for posting on the Federal Registry. Waiting for final approval. 
CWD Voluntary Herd Certification Program (HCP): Twenty-seven states currently participate in the HCP. Within those states, 1,269 herds are enrolled and of those 1,066 are certified in the program. Most of the enrolled herds are deer (929), 227 are elk, and 113 are mixed species. 
CWD in Farmed Cervids: FY2026 CWD Detections in Farmed Cervids: As of the preparation of this summary there have been 33 new CWD positive farmed cervid herds in FY 26 (23 white-tailed deer, 3 mixed, 6 elk, 1 axis). Twenty-five of the herds were not participants in the Federal Herd Certification Program (HCP), and six herds were certified in the HCP and two were enrolled but not certified. Twenty-five of the 33 newly identified herds were in areas where CWD has been detected within 20 miles in the wild cervid population, five were in areas greater than 20 miles of CWD detection in wild cervids, and seven were unknown. Ten of the new herds were hunt facilities, 22 were breeding facilities, and one was a hobby herd.
FY 2026 Positive Herds by State: 
Pennsylvania: 11 new herds
Texas: 9 new herds
Wisconsin: 4 new herds
Colorado: 3 new herds
Michigan: 3 new herds
Kansas: 1 new herd
Idaho: 1 new herd
Indiana: 1 new herd

3. Dr. Vijaya Nareddy, Veterinary Medical Officer-Veterinary Services-USDA-APHIS
a. Dr. Recent Trends of TB DPP testing for Farmed Cervids
Bovine tuberculosis (TB) surveillance in U.S. cervid populations is supported by the Dual Path Platform (DPP® VetTB) assay, the official serologic test used by the National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL). In FY 2026, NVSL successfully managed a temporary production‑related shortage of DPP kits by preserving incoming samples and completing all testing once kits were replenished. Routine turnaround time has since returned to five business days. From 9,973 DPP tests conducted across multiple cervid species in FY26, non‑negative rates remained at 1.4% initial DPP and 0.3% rebleed DPP. Single Cervical Test (SCT) surveillance yielded ten suspects among 1,678 animals, with one CCT suspect/reactor.To strengthen long‑term diagnostic capacity and reduce vulnerability associated with a single test supplier, NVSL is conducting research on an indirect ELISA using the CFP10‑ESAT6 antigen. Optimization studies using culture‑positive and TB‑free elk sera established a preliminary ROC‑derived cutoff (S/P = 0.27) and demonstrated sensitivity and specificity comparable to DPP. Importantly, each test falsely identified different animals as positive, indicating that the assays do not share the same false‑positive profile. Using these tests in series may therefore significantly reduce false positives.  A retrospective verification using 3,008 elk samples further showed that the ELISA achieved specificity comparable to the DPP assay. NVSL’s forward‑looking efforts include expanding assay robustness, developing long‑term control materials, validating performance across additional cervid species, and establishing a comprehensive serum bank. Collaboration with industry partners remains essential to build a serum bank that supports ongoing assay development and strengthens national TB surveillance capacity.

4. Dr. Gary Pusateri, CEO of Dream Genomics, Inc.
a. CWD Blood Test Update
Update on the progress of an antemortem blood test for chronic wasting disease. After discovering a highly accurate, reproducible, and sensitive test using bioprofiles from whitetail deer we are in the final stages of validating a rapid, cost effective PCR test. Our data confirms the ability of using a blood test in live deer for management of herds potentially exposed to CWD. 

5. Dr. Jifeng Bian, Research Microbiologist-National Animal Disease Center-USDA-ARS
a. CWD: New Insights into Prion Strain Diversity
North American CWD is driven primarily by the predominant Wisc‑1/CWD1 strain in cervids carrying wild-type PRNP genotypes, though minor strains such as H95⁺ have been identified under experimental conditions. In our recent study, white‑tailed deer carrying the disease-delaying H95 and S96 PRNP alleles, when inoculated with a Wisconsin Wisc‑1 isolate, selected a novel prion strain variant distinct from the dominant strain. This H95/S96‑associated prion variant produced rapid disease in gene‑targeted mice expressing H95/H95, S96/S96, or H95/S96 PrP. While our H95‑PrP–associated strain variants differ from the previously reported H95⁺ strain, the findings nevertheless provide a second, independent line of evidence that disease‑delaying PRNP genotypes can promote the selection of divergent prion strain conformers. These observations underscore the need for systematic research into the prevalence, disease characteristics (e.g., shedding, tissue tropism), and persistence of such variants in cervids, as well as their spillover potential using gene‑targeted mouse models expressing diverse species‑specific PrPs.
Julia Schaar gave a quick update regarding the Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) Medgene vaccine.
Committee Business:

[bookmark: _Hlk213172917]Resolution: The resolution “Toxin Screening in Chronic Wasting Disease Diagnostic Testing” was presented by Jerome Donohoe. The resolution stated the United States Animal Health Association urges the United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Veterinary Services, in collaboration with the National Veterinary Services Laboratories, to require validated toxin screening of biological samples before confirming a positive Chronic Wasting Disease diagnosis.

A motion was made by Shawn Schaefer to adopt the resolution.  Laurie Seale seconded the motion. After discussion, Dr. Alex Hamburg made a motion to table the motion. Dr. Steve Velasco seconded. After a vote, motion carried to table the motion.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 pm. 

Addendum:
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TUBERCULOSIS
Chair: Dr. Beth Carlson
Vice Chair: Dr. Mendel Miller

[USAHA Staff will enter your committee roster]

The Committee met during the 2026 Annual Meeting in Madison, WI on October 19. A head count of attendees in the room totaled 90 people. A total of -- attendees checked into the meeting including:  -- members and  -- guests in attendance. Dr. Beth Carlson welcomed committee members and guests, introduced Dr. Mendel Miller as Vice Chair, and notified those in attendance that recording of any portion of the meeting was not allowed. 

Dr. Carlson provided a review of the agenda and the mission and operating procedure for the TB subcommittee, as well as the process for recommendations and resolutions.

Presentations & Reports 

Tuberculosis Scientific Advisory Working Group
The Tuberculosis Scientific Advisory Working Group, led by Dr. Tyler Thacker, met at 7 am on Monday, October 19, 2026, immediately prior to the Tuberculosis Subcommittee.  The following presentation was provided:

Update on TB testing in Dairy herds in Great Britain with Enferplex 
Alastair Hayton, BVM&S DCHP MRCVS, Director Sure Farm Ltd. presented information on the Enferplex Bovine TB Antibody test being used in Great Britain to assess TB prevalence in dairies via bulk tank milk samples. The paper, in its entirety, is included at the end of this report. 

Presentations & Reports 

Dr. Bradley Christenson, USDA-APHIS-VS Ruminant Health Officer 
National update on TB status
 A Website is available which is updated quarterly with TB status for the United States. Slaughter surveillance is still the main source of detection, with a goal of one granuloma/2000 head slaughtered. Other sources are movement testing, area surveillance, epidemiology, and Whole Herd Testing. Since 2010 3 cases have been found through movement testing (200,000 tests annually). Meanwhile, 10 cases were found via slaughter surveillance in 2026 alone. 

In 2026, the following states have had bovine TB detections: New Mexico 1 dairy case, Texas 4 dairy cases, Nebraska 1 beef case, Michigan 1 beef case and 3 dairy cases. All of these were through slaughter surveillance. 

TB rule is still in the proposal stage. (Step 2 of 6 needed to publish) In 2024 the TB workplan was submitted to RAD. No timeframe is currently in place for the rule to advance. 

Cervid DPP: Testing has now caught up from the backlogs caused by test kit shortages. Five days turnaround on new submissions currently. Last year, there were 9973 tests with 143 primary non-negatives, 32 non-negative to the second test (.3%), but no positive culture or PCR upon subsequent necropsy. Conversely, 1678 Single Cervical Tests were conducted with 10 suspects and 1 suspect/reactor on the CCT. 

Dr. Suelee Robbe Austermann, USDA-APHIS-VS, NVSL Director
Heather Martinez, DVM MPH DACVPM, USDA-APHIS-VS, ORISE
Vijaya Nareddy, USDA-APHIS-VS, NVSL
Sam Smith, USDA-APHIS-VS, ORISE
Five TB initiative Updates

BCG vaccination update: Vaccine trial conducted in Baja CA/MX on 4 dairies which have 40% bovine TB prevalence. Animals are vaccinated at one month of age and then revaccinated monthly. The animals are sampled for lesions at slaughter.  To date, 4111 animals have been vaccinated with seven ante-mortem testing runs conducted. There have been 397 animals found infected at slaughter. In summary, the vaccine doesn’t appear to be preventing disease (similar rates to placebo), but it appears to be decreasing the severity of the disease. PCR detections in nasal swabs is decreasing, so vaccination may be decreasing shedding of TB in all animals, not just those vaccinated. 
Modernize TB antemortem diagnostics, Gamma interferon and DPP alternative (ELISA): DPP shortages have led to an increase in trying to develop ELISA testing. DPP detects antigens MPB83 and CFP10-ESAT6. The ELISA test is designed to target the same antigens. Thus far, it has been tested on elk samples which were stored at NVSL (26 + and 289 -) ELISA found 25 of the 26, DPP found 20. Testing is moving to field samples and on over 3000 samples and same specificity as the DPP has been observed.  Maybe run both tests in series to improve Specificity will be beneficial in the future?
Wildlife survey in HI: Wildlife samples will continue to be collect in Hawaii . 
Disease sampling at slaughter: Trying to predict or modify the amount of samples that need to be collected based on the likelihood of an animal going to a specific plant from a specific county. Needing improved slaughter shipment documentation, intrastate movement info, etc. 
World M. bovis WGS project: It appears a large portion of circulating M. bovis in Mexican cattle may be missing. Mexican cattle are not the source of TB in the USA, foreign born workers appear much more likely to be the leading cause. 

Dr. Bud Dinges, Texas Animal Health Commission State Veterinarian 
Texas TB Updates: 2026 
Dairies in two counties completed 5 years of assurance testing.  One dairy completed a 2nd assurance test, and two dairies had completed herd assessment/verification testing and were enrolled in the assurance testing process. One dairy enrolled in assurance testing moved their cattle back to their sister dairy in a neighboring state.  One Central Texas beef cattle herd completed its 4th assurance test.
Two dairies and one beef cattle herd were placed under quarantine due to TB found at slaughter.
Three TB initiated investigations based on cows identified at harvest during fiscal year 2026. One was traced to a New Mexico Dairy.  One was traced to a large dairy complex. There were no additional cows discovered during the assessment testing. The herd will be assurance tested in May 2027. The third was traced to a dairy in the Amarillo Region.  43 total head were confirmed positive for TB after completing the initial assessment test.  The dairy was depopulated in September 2026. 
Texas received 3 TB traces from a New Mexico Dairy. Initiated after New Mexico adult dairy cow was identified at harvest. Terminal chain beef calves were sent to Texas feeders. Stephenville Region – Dairy had gone out of business.  Amarillo Region – Trace cattle were tested.  Sulphur Springs Region – could not identify all trace cattle- conducted a whole herd test and will do assurance test in one year. 

Dr. Shannon  Cerveny, DVM, Dipl. ACZM, Assistant State Veterinarian and TB Program Coordinator 
Michigan TB Updates: 
Still 4 counties in the Modified Accredited (MA) zone, just like it has been since 2000. Enhanced biosecurity area established within the MA zone where 90% of the positive deer and cattle cases have been found. Increased biosecurity programs in order for MA zone cattle to be sold anywhere except direct to slaughter. CCT suspects and reactors have increased in 2026.
Currently have 8 affected herds. One herd found in 2026 was outside the MA Zone and found via slaughter surveillance. A Charlevoix County herd was depopulated, with the TB genetically related to an early 2000s strain in Alcona County. (MA zone) Three herds detected in another county bordering MA zone through surveillance and tracing. One herd was positive years ago and went through test and remove but the infection came back just before being cleared. Expanding their surveillance zone to take into account the 3 new cases in adjacent counties.

Committee Business: 

There was no committee business to discuss. 
Meeting adjourned. 




 

