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The Committee met on October 17 at the [Hotel Name], Madison, Wisconsin, from 10:15 to Noon. There were 40 members and guests present. 

Presentations & Reports 

Babcock Dairy Food Safety, Casey Whyte, Plant Manager of Babcock Dairy, University of Wisconsin, Madison.

Starting a safety program at your facility requires creating a safety team involving management, quality, food safety, and Preventative Controls Qualified Individuals (PCQI), creating  flow diagram of the facility, and developing and implementing prerequisites such as GMPs, SSOPs, pest control, and environmental monitoring.  Use the flow diagram and ingredients to identify hazards, including biological, chemical, and physical, and rank them in likelihood, then identify control measures.  Preventative Controls (PCs) are scientifically sound steps added to processing, contamination, and supply chain that are added to the process to control hazards and documented every time.  When things go wrong, corrective actions are written to determine if PC can be met or if product must be disposed of.  Have a plan to recall product and test that plan.
Vet-LIRN’s Response to HPAI in Poultry-Based Pet Foods, Sarah Nemser and Katie Proia of US FDA.


Vet-LIRN functions to collect consumer complaints, review them, potentially including interviews with owners, medical records, and sample testing.  CVM uses this information for product safety monitoring and regulatory follow-up.  HPAI has been circulating in the US since 2022 and affects wildlife, poultry, cattle, and cats.  As of August 20, HPAI has been detected in 185 cats, and many cases in 2024 and 2025 were in indoor-only cats fed raw poultry products.  Products were positive for HPAI based on PCR and genome sequencing at Vet-LIRN affiliated laboratories.  Vet-LIRN has supported testing and method development at Cornell Animal Health Diagnostic Center, Colorado State Veterinary Diagnostic Center, and Washington Animal Disease Diagnostic Lab (PCR), in collaboration with the USDA NVSL in Ames, Iowa.  State and federal responses included factory inspections and product recalls and advisories.
Development of a Quantitative LC-MS/MS Method to Detect Microcystins in Fish, Kimberly Brown, Jams Langston, Karyn Bischoff, at the California Animal Health and Food Safety Laboratory, Davis, CA.  


Harmful algal blooms (HABs) of cyanobacteria that produce toxins have been increasing worldwide due to pollution and climate change.  Microcystins are a major group of cyclic peptide cyanobacterial toxins that have amino acids in common, including ADDA, but have different substitutions that are indicated in the naming.  Microcystin-LR, MC-LA, MC-RR, and MC-YR are common microcystins associated with HABs.  Nodularin is a related peptide cyanotoxin.  ELISA kits detect ADDA, however, a quantitative LC-MS/MS MRM Assay using Stable Isotopic Labeled Internal Standards (SILIS) was developed with funding from the FDA-VetLIRN to detect microcystins and nodularin in fish tissue with a LOQ of 20 ppb and LOD of 0.5 ppb. We continue to look for incurred samples for validation, but the method has been validated in water and will be adapted for rumen content samples.
Committee Business:


A resolution titled Protecting Animal Health Through Secure Vitamin and Amino Acid Supply Chains was presented by Alison Foster and Leah Wilkinson of AFIA.  Discussion recommended minor wording changes.  It was moved by Kim Conway and seconded by Rosie Busch to support the resolution.  The motion was accepted by the group present to be sent to the Committee on Resolutions.
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